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Kerman Union High School recently completed at a cost of $225,000. 
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Domestic science room equipped with six electric ranges. 
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Kerman Has Modern Electrical High School 


Domestic Science Department, With Its Electrical Equipment, Is 
Declared to be Among Best in State. 


HAT promises to be one of the 

most advanced and best equipped 

country high schools in Califor- 
nia is the new Kerman Union High 
School, located at Madera and Howard 
Avenues, three miles north of Kerman. 
The school has just been completed at a 
cost of $225,000. 

Until the completion of this new build- 
ing about six months ago, classes were 
conducted in a number of wooden bunga- 
lows, erected from time to time during the 
past twelve years. These buildings were 
poorly lighted, poorly ventilated, crowded 
and lacked facilities for conducting special 
classes. Scattered as these were, the stu- 
dents were forced to walk through mud 
and in rain in order to reach their classes 
during inclement weather. 


INDIRECT LIGHTING USED. 


The present building is of tinted brick 
with tile roofing, has two stories and base- 
ment and contains 25 classrooms, a large 
auditorium, besides several offices, dress- 
ing rooms and closets. Incline runways, 
instead of stairways, lead to the rooms on 
the second floor. An abundance of day- 
light is provided for each classroom, while 
150 electric lamps, exclusive of stage and 
auditorium lights, take care of the artificial 
lighting problems. Indirect and diffused 
lighting is used to eliminate all shadows. 
Especially worthy of mention is the light- 
ing system in the auditorium, where the 
indirect type is also used in the ceiling and 
bracket lamps. The fixtures in this room 
are very beautiful. The auditorium lights 
are controlled by switches at the entrance 
and from the back of the stage, where a 
complete switchboard makes it possible to 
secure many different lighting effects on 
the stage. A motion picture projecting 
room is at the back of the auditorium. 
The building is heated by steam, while 
spot electric heaters are provided to supply 
heat in any particular room required for 
evening meetings. 


STUDENTS COOK BY ELECTRICITY 


The feature of the building is the 
domestic science department. This depart- 


ment is equipped with six electric ranges, 
and a five-kilowatt water heater. Other 
electrical equipment includes an electric 
sewing machine and electric irons. That 
one of the best equipped domestic science 
departments in any school in the state will 
be developed in this school, is the predic- 
tion of state examiners. 

A total connected load of 95 kilowatts 
for lighting, heating and cooking is served 
by the San Joaquin Light and Power Cor- 
poration in this installation. In addition 
1714 horsepower in electric motors is 
installed to operate the ventilating system, 
machinery in the manual training depart- 
ment, and to pump water for irrigation 
and to supply the buildings. 

The high school is situated on a 20-acre 
tract, about 13 acres of which are used by 
the agricultural classes for experimental 
purposes. Surrounding the buildings are 
athletic grounds and landscape gardens 
which are being laid out at the present 
time. Some of the buildings that were 
formerly classrooms are being remodeled 
into homes for the teachers in addition to 
four bungalows that were built for this 
purpose. Each cottage is equipped with an 
electric range. The home of Principal 
W. F. Otto is comfortable and cosy,— 
almost a complete electrical home, contain- 
ing an electric range, heater, washing 
machine and a number of appliances. 

A Junior High School is conducted 
along with the regular high school, the 
students from seventh and eighth grades 
of the grammar school districts within the 
high school district attending. The actual 
enrollment is 228, with 16 teachers in 
attendance. Six busses collect and deliver 
the pupils. 


Recent tests of a new pantograph trolley 
for high speed electric trains demonstrated 
the ability of this overhead to collect with- 
out sparking as high as 4000 to 5000 
amperes on a single pantograph at speeds 
of from 50 to 60 miles per hour with a 
normal pressure against the trolley wire of 
30 to 35 pounds. 


General Order No. 64 


State Railroad Commission Puts Into Effect Order to Insure Greater 
Safety and More Adequate Service. 


VERY interruption in service is a 
subject for study to determine the 
cause, and if possible to adopt 
measures to prevent a recurrence of the 
interruption. These many studies and 
investigations have resulted in greatly 
improving service of electric companies. 
Early in the history of the industry the 
generating plant was the center of most 
studies. The development of the generat- 
ing plant has called for investment of 
large sums of money for research and 
experiment, and has drawn into the indus- 
try the best scientific minds. Today the 
electric generating plant is subject to very 
few interruptions on account of failure. 
While not regarded as perfect, the modern 
electric generator will compare favorably 
with the most perfect machinery made 
today. . 
As the generator was perfected and 
electricity came into more general use the 
next problem was transmission and distri- 


Line crew at work in Fresno alley rebuilding lines to conform to 
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bution. This problem has been constantly 
studied and new standards and practices 
established from time to time and rules 
governing line construction revised to 
meet changing conditions. 

A recent revision is known as General 
Order No. 64 of the State Railroad Com- 
mission. This order is the result of several 
years’ study by commission engineers, 
power, telephone, telegraph, and railroad 
utility companies, together with city and 
county engineers and representatives of the 
electrical workers’ organization. 

The purpose of the order is “to formu- 
late for the State of California uniform 
standards for overhead electrical line con- 
struction, the application of which will 
insure more adequate service and secure 
greater safety to persons engaged in the 
construction, maintenance, operation or 
use of overhead electric lines and to the 


public in general.” 
The order became effective July 1, 1922, 
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new safety requirements. 


LIFORNIA 


Marcu, 1924 


and a survey was made to determine just 
how much of the then existing lines 
should be rebuilt to make them conform to 
the provision of the order. It was not the 
intent of the order to be retroactive except 
in cases where unusual danger was evident. 
Cases of early type construction were 
found that were brought up to the require- 
ments of the new code, especially Chapters 
499 and 600 relative to the clearance or 
distance between wires. These were cases 
where old lines originally were constructed 
for low voltages and a relatively small 
power use. 

In February, 1923, gangs were put to 
work all over the system especially in 
cities and the more densely populated sec- 
tions to build lines to comply with the 
safety measures of the new General Order 
No. 64. Linemen and foremen were 


schooled in the new types of construction 
and all power line standard drawings, blue 
prints and specifications were changed so 
that all new work going in would be 
strictly in accordance with the order. 


Rebuilding wing-arm type of construction on longer and 
heavier poles in a Fresno alley. 
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The work of rebuilding lines has been 
carried on for fourteen months and now is 
practically completed. It has meant prac- 
tically the rebuilding of entire lines in 
cities where the business has become heavy. 
While the cost of clearing up the old lines 
and building the new lines in compliance 
with the new order has appeared to be 
excessive at times, it has resulted in a 
better class of construction and, therefore, 
fewer interruptions to service as well as 
improving the safety conditions. 

The estimated cost for this improvement 
is approximately $300,000. 


ACALA COTTON HAS 
MANY ADVANTAGES 


It is estimated that more than 50,000 
acres will be planted to cotton in the San 
Joaquin Valley this year. ‘The greater 
percentage of this cotton acreage will be 
planted to Acala. The many advantages 
of the Acala variety were recently set forth 
in the Los Angeles Examiner Farm Sec- 
tion, as follows: 


1. It is early. 

2. Can set a good crop in a short period of 
time. 

3. Does not shed its bolls and squares during 
hot, humid weather as badly as other varieties. 

4. Withstands much grief. 

5. Has large bolls, opening well. 

6. Yields very heavily. 

7. Easy to pick because bolls open wide and 
burrs have rounded points. 

8. Because of the greater spirility of its fiber 
it hangs to the boll better, thereby being beaten 
to the ground less than other varieties during 
rain, wind or hall storms. 

9. Has excellent, uniform fiber. 

10. Brings premium on market. 

11. Is in great demand by mills. 

12. Has good lint percentage. 

13. Is well suited to California Valley condi- 


14. Comprises 75% of the cotton in Califor- 
nia and Arizona. 

15. Is the only variety of which there is a 
large enough supply of pure seed to plant the 
entire Imperial and San Joaquin Valleys. 

16. Last, but not least, it has all the good 
qualities of any other upland variety and a 
great many more. 


The Paris-Orleans Railways in France 
is using a new 120-ton, 1500-volt, high- 
speed passenger locomotive which has been 
tested to speed of more than 81 miles per 
hour. It is said the riding qualities at high 
speeds surpass those of any electric locomo- 
tive ever built. 


Diagnosing Pump Troubles 


` Service Division Helps Agricultural Consumers to Get Full Value in 
Water for Power Consumed. 


come to realize that cost accounting 

systems are just as important on the 
farm as in any other business establish- 
ment. No longer is farming a trust-to- 
luck affair, but a systemized business with 
records to show segregated costs, operating 
expenses, profits or losses. And while it 
is seldom that pumping costs amount to 
10 per cent of the farmer’s operating 
expenses, the fact that they must be met 
monthly makes them the center of atten- 
tion. 

With this in mind the San Joaquin Light 
and Power Corporation is co-operating 
with the farmer by establishing a perma- 
nent pump testing department, equipped 
with the necessary apparatus to obtain com- 


i recent years progressive farmers have 


plete data regarding pump efficiency, motor 
characteristics and ether means of improv- 
ing operating conditions. The information 
brought out by these tests has proved to 
be of great value, not only to the farmer, 
but to pump manufacturers and power 
companies. 

The over-all efficiency of the pump is 
calculated from the discharge, the power 
input and the measured lift. Where 
weirs, concrete reservoirs or tanks are 
installed at the plant, the discharge can be 
obtained easily enough. However, many 


plants discharge directly into pipe lines, 
and in such cases the General Electric flow 
meter is used. To connect the meter to 
the discharge pipe, a 34-inch hole is drilled 
and tapped. 


A perforated brass tube is 


General Electric flow meter with cover removed. 
shown in brass tube at left. 
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Water is measured as it flows through perforations 


Sounding apparatus for electrically determining water level, shown at right. 


Marcu, 1924 


then inserted across the flow of water, the 
inside diameter of the pipe having been 
carefully measured. The meter itself con- 
sists of a glass U tube filled with mercury, 
the flow of the water exerting pressure 
on the tube of mercury, causing it to rise 
or fall. The tube is calibrated so that 
readings can be easily made from the posi- 
tion of the mercury under the water 
pressure. Careful checks have shown this 
method to be very accurate. 

The power input is ordinarily obtained 
by timing the revolutions of the disk of 
the meter. 


DETERMINING LIFT 


The lift is determined in several ways, 
depending upon the character of the install- 
ation. As pump manufacturers usually 
specify the size of suction and discharge 
pipes to the surface of the ground, it is not 
customary to make allowance for friction 
from the water level to this point. When 
water is discharged at a higher level a 
calibrated pressure gauge is used at the 
surface and the measured lift from the 
water level to the gauge is added to deter- 
mine the total lift unless otherwise speci- 
fied in the manufacturers’ guarantee. 

When deep well turbines are installed 
in well casings, a very small electric 
sounder is lowered to the water level by 
means of a steel tape. As the surface of 
the water in this casing is often covered 
with several inches of oil from the lubri- 
cating system the sounder must be opera- 
tive after its point has passed through this 
oil. When the sounder is withdrawn, the 
tape is measured to determine the lift. 

In some cases the pumping level is 
determined by air pressure. A measured 
length of one-half inch pipe is lowered at 
the time the turbine is installed. The pipe 
is lowered to allow several feet of water 
to stand in the lower end. The top is 


Method of connecting flow meter to main during test. 
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fitted with a pressure gauge below which 
is placed a valve. Air is pumped through 
this valve until the gauge reads a maximum 
value, which reading determines the water 
level. The gauge is read before starting 
the pump and again after it has been 
operating for a short time. These read- 
ings give the draw-down due to pumping. 

Given the flow, the power, and the lift, 
it is a relatively simple matter to determine 
the efficiency of a pumping plant. ; 

In order to make more definite compari- 
sons of the efficiency of the pumps alone, 
the over-all efficiency is divided by the 
efficiency of the motor and the estimated 
efficiency of transmission where pumps are 
not directly connected to motors. Effi- 
ciencies of motors vary with the size and 
with voltage. From general tests made 
by power company men, they have been 
found to be as follows: 


2 horsepower 84%—85% 
3 horsepower 84%—85% 
5 horsepower 85%—86% 
7/4 horsepower 84%—85% 
10 horsepower 85% 

15 horsepower 86% 

20 horsepower 85%—8714% 
25 horsepower 87% 

30 horsepower 86% 

35 horsepower 87%—88% 
40 horsepower 87% 

50 horsepower 88% 

75 horsepower 88% 

100 horsepower 91% 

These efficiencies are for 220 and 


440-volt motors. Efficiencies on 2200-volt 
motors are from 1 to 2 per cent lower. 


THREE CAUSES OF TROUBLE 


Studies show that there are three prin- 
cipal causes for improper operation. The 
first is that there has been a change in con- 
ditions after the pump has been installed, 
the second is pump wear and the third 
cause is that the proper design of pump is 
not used. Seldom is the power service at 
fault. 

We are indebted to Mr. H. R. Cates of 
the Southern California Edison Company 
for his valuable suggestions and assistance 
in installing the testing methods and 
mechanism. Mr. Cates has spent some ten 
years in developing this particular service. 


San Joaquin Power MAGAZINE 


Four-room home built for George Stiles and family by Bakersfield friends and San Joaquin Power employees, 


SMILING GEORGE STILES 
PRESENTED WITH A HOME 


George Stiles, who for several years was 
employed at the Bakersfield steam plant, 
became disabled early this year and no 
longer able to perform his duties as screen 
tender. He was given a check for $1400 
in payment for insurance carried by the 
company. The check was turned over to 
a committee composed of A. Y. Meudell, 
superintendent of the Bakersfield Steam 
Plant, Mrs. Jennie Sornborger, county 
charity commissioner, and John Alstatter, 
prominent Odd Fellow, who proceeded to 
build a home for Stiles and his family. 


A lot was purchased and R. A. Wittick, 
F. L. Hauser and Wilko Tyler detailed 
to place a house on it. Forty days later 
the four room bungalow was completed, 
plastered, with a completely equipped bath- 
room and large screen porch. Fifteen fruit 
and shade trees, chicken yard, gravel walks 
were placed in the yard. 

The house was completely furnished. 
Money, material and labor were donated 
from all sources. Merchants and lumber 
companies contributed generously. Union 
and non-union men worked side by side in 
erecting the house and men off shift from 
tending hot boilers all day went over and 
mixed concrete and worked until dark. 

Now “Smiling George” is smiling more 
than ever. No matter how badly he was 
feeling and although adversity was con- 
stantly showing George just how tough 
luck could be, he always met the rebuffs of 
fortune with a smile. It was George Stiles’ 
smile that made him one of the most 
popular employees at the Bakersfield Steam 
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Smiling George Stiles and his family of smilers before 
his new home. 


Plant. George now is a life member of 
the Smiles Club. 


Seven electrically propelled ferryboats 
are now’ in service after successful trials, 
and are showing excellent operating 
economies. One of these boats, the Golden 
West, running between San Francisco and 
Sausalito, is rated as an 80-automobile boat. 
It is equipped with Diesel electric equip- 
ment, which required .95 bbl. of fuel oil per 
running hour, in comparison with a steam- 
engine driven boat rated at 60-automobile 
capacity, on the same route and at the same 
speed, which consumed 3.55 bbl. per hour. 


Marcu, 1924 


KMJ BROADCASTING 
WITH NEW WAVE LENGTH 


The new wave length for broadcasting 
from K MJ Station of the San Joaquin 
Light and Power Corporation is 248 
meters, according to announcement from 
R. C. Denny, electrical engineer in charge 
of broadcasting. 

After several weeks of testing the equip- 
ment for putting entertainment and educa- 
tional features on the air, Denny placed 
K MJ Station in commission officially 
under the new wave length on the evening 
of April 8. On this date by means of a 
private telephone wire installed by the 
company into the beautiful ball room of 
the Californian Hotel, the concert by 
Miss Harriet Bennett, soprano, and Daniel 
Popovich, pianist, both of Fresno, was sent 
out from the new San Joaquin Power 
building, the remote control making this 
possible. Announcements by Denny were 
very clear, but owing to the fact that the 
telephone wires followed the power poles 
to the Californian Hotel there was a 


slight hum audible to owners of many sets 
in the city and valley. 

To prove his contention, Denny fol- 
lowed a few evenings later with a musical 
from his studio lasting only 


program 
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twenty minutes on the air and invited sug- 
gestions by letter from radio fans. A 
number wrote to K M J Station, remark- 
ing that they enjoyed the short program 
and wanted some more of it. The hum 
apparently had been removed. On the 
night of April 15, when the San Joaquin 
Power Club gave its first dance in the 
new auditorium, officially dedicating the 
new hall, Denny broadcast the music be- 
tween the hours of 8 and 12. Owners of 
different sets wrote in that the dance 
music was splendid and no hum was heard. 

It was then planned to co-operate with 
the government forest service with a talk 
on forest fire prevention on the night of 
April 25. 

The concert at the Californian Hotel 
was heard with success in Yosemite Valley 
by forest rangers with good sized sets and 
was also heard in Oakland by’ the owner 
of a small set. This person lives within 
a short distance of the General Electric 
broadcasting station, but was able to tune 
out his local station most of the time. One 
fan in Sparks, Nev., said he heard most 
of the concert plainly. Another fan in 
the state of Washington wrote to KM J 
Station asking for information on the 
growing of raisins and other fruits in the 
Garden of the Sun. It is planned to use 
this station only on special occasions and 
no definite decision has been reached as to 
regular nights for going on the air. 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING FOR 
FARMS GROWING IN DEMAND 


Workers in the Rural Engineering 
Division of the Department of Agriculture 
are doing their best to help farmers reap 
the benefits of their investigations and ex- 
periments. Last year extension workers 
report that 2,447 farm home systems, 
2,107 sewage disposal plants, and 5,883 
lighting systems were installed while 3,618 
farm homes were built or remodeled from 
plans furnished by the extension service. 
A great deal of work was also done in the 
prevention of soil erosion, the drainage of 
swamps and wet lands, irrigation of arid 
or semi-arid lands, construction of better 
and more economical farm buildings, 
selection and care of farm machinery, and 
clearing of lands. In other words, the 
department engineers were active in every- 
thing that helped to benefit farm people, 


Bringing the Home to the Electrical Shop 


And the Electrical Shop is Brought to the Home in Matching Fixtures to 
Please the Busy Housewife. 


CODERN ideas in electrical mer- 
chandising are being demonstrated 
in the show rooms of the Valley 

Electrical Supply Company, occupying 
the greater portion of the ground floor 
of the new San Joaquin Power building 
at Fulton and Tuolumne streets, Fresno. 
The many uses for electrical appliances in 
the homes of today are receiving more 
attention than ever before in the history of 
the institution, especially in the display of 
conveniences for making life more enjoy- 
able for the busy housewife. 

Many burdens of keeping the home in 
order are lifted from her shoulders by this 
wonder worker—Kid Kilowatt. Here, in 
these beautiful and neat show rooms, are 
dozens of inventions by which the quick 
movement of a switch or gentle pressure 
on a button brings electrictiy in an instant 
to clean the house, cook the food, heat the 
water, wash the dishes, run the sewing 
machine, iron the clothes, operate the ice 
refrigerating machine and curl her bobbed 
hair. Then there is the radio which she 
can tune in and bring from the air precious 
moments of enjoyment from faraway 
cities while she does her household duties. 

It was only a few years ago that the 
salesman of electrical merchandise thought 
it necessary to go to the home and display 
the fixtures best suited to the design of 
the interior, colors and architecture of the 
rooms, the tinting or the wallpaper. Now 
the home is brought to the display rooms 
downtown. ‘That is, the home owner 
drives to the store, taking along samples 
of wall paper or special tintings, or the 
salesman or representative of the company 
takes them, and the home owner calls 
later to see the samples displayed effec- 
tively by the Valley Eletcrical Supply 
Company. : 

Each display panel is equipped with an 
elexet or quick-change fixture outlet, mak- 
ing it possible to plug in various fixtures 
or brackets with the same ease that the 
housewife is able to insert the plug in her 
electric iron, percolator, toaster or waffle 
iron. In this way comparisons are readily 
made by the home owner in the selection 
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of suitable lighting fixtures. Units may 
be chosen that will harmonize with the 
general decorative scheme in much less 
time than it would take to make the selec- 
tion in the home. 

A homelike atmosphere is created in 
another lighting fixture room by the addi- 
tion of a neat fireplace, which makes the 
display more realistic. Furniture of the 
living room type is used. In the fireplace 
an imitation log, electrically heated, gives 
the inviting appearance of the open hearth. 
Here also it is possible to display various 
lighting brackets and fixtures and make 
comparisons. While resting in comfort 
the lighting effects and harmony of the 
fixtures are shown with pleasant surround- 
ings, the same as those found in the mod- 
ern home. These two rooms are on the 
mezzanine floor, where the office also is 
located. 

Another feature of intense interest to 
the housewife is the model electrical 
kitchen on the main floor. The room is 
finished in white tile with labor-saving 
appliances attractively displayed in what 
has been called in years gone by “the work- 
shop of the home.” 

Here the visitor finds the very latest 
type of electric range, electric water heater, 
electric dish washer and electric refrigera- 
tor. Here from time to time the Valley 
Electrical Supply Company will give cook- 
ing lessons and demonstrations of interest 
to women. The idea of the entire display 
is to make it as homelike as possible in this 
downtown store. In this the plan has 
been carried out to a splendid degree of 
satisfaction. 

An innnovation in electrical store serv- 
ice is the appliance service department, 
located in the rear of the main floor 
lobby, to the left of the consumers’ coun- 
ter. Here the customer may bring an 
appliance and receive an immediate esti- 
mate of the cost of repairing. In some 
instances it is a while-you-wait service. 
Large stocks of repair parts for practically 
all the well known brands of small appli- 
ances are kept in readiness for this kind of 
service. 


Marcu, 1924 


Colored lighting in the home is coming 
into popular favor and one of the sugges- 
tions is to change the colored light in the 
floor lamp or table lamp, creating an 
entirely different atmosphere and enhanc- 
ing the interior decorations. A special 
show case is used to display colored globes. 

Another pleasing effect in lamp display 
is a special compartment, finished in oak, 
showing every size and type of globe for 
use in the home. An added feature is an 
indicating instrument, which gives at a 
glance the actual cost in cents per hour 
required to operate lamps of various 
capacities. 

On the main floor is a series of plate 
glass show cases, all electrically lighted, 
with sliding glass front, making it very 
easy to remove any appliance from the case 
without disturbing the position of the 
other articles on display. 

Radio fans are interested in the depart- 
ment devoted to receiving sets and parts. 
This is at the rear of the series of oval 
show cases. New features as developed by 
radio engineers of the United States will 
be found on display in this department. 
Radio fans are given the opportunity to 
obtain suggestions and help from experts 
who have made a study of this wonder- 
worker of the air. 

In the main lobby, facing the con- 
sumers’ counter and stock sales and infor- 
mation department, is additional space 
where daily demonstrations of waffle 
baking, toasting and the use of an electric 
sweeper are made by experts. Other 
displays of interest are electric fans, radio 
horns, electric washing machines, electric 
ironers, floor and table lamps and hair 
curlers. 

Modern methods of illuminating down- 
town store windows in order to remove 
all shadows from objects on display and at 
the same time bring out every line of the 
articles and still keep the lights hidden 
from view of the public, are carried out 
in the special display window, facing the 
Tuolumne street side of the building. 
Special footlights and covelights above are 
used effectively. By special window trim- 
ming and demonstrations of the use of 
up-to-date electrical appliances the com- 
pany is given an opportunity to show 
merchants how their windows will look 
after modern lighting features have been 
installed. In this way the merchant is 
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brought to the electrical store to see for 
himself how his own store will appear to 
the public. 

H. H. Courtright is vice-president and 
general manager of the Valley Electrical 
Supply Company. 


FACES BARAGE OF ROCK TO 
RESCUE HIS COMRADE 


An act of bravery recently reported 
from McCabe Camp gives some idea of 
the type of men who are engaged in this 
class of construction work. 

“Mickey” Lee and Lloyd Pemberton 
were doing some blasting in Tunnel 18, 
for the purpose of lowering the floor of 
the tunnel to increase its capacity. The 
shots were timed to permit the men to 
move out of range before the explosion 
took place. Pemberton was in the lead 
and moved rapidly out of the tunnel expect- 
ing Lee to follow. Upon reaching the 
entrance he discovered that Lee was not 
in sight. A shot had already exploded and 
several more were to follow, but Pember- 
ton re-entered the tunnel. He found Lee 
prostrate within a short distance of the 
explosions. He dragged him to the outlet 
of the tunnel in the face of a barage of 
rock and concrete from the explosion 
taking place. 

Lee had fallen in his haste to leave the 
tunnel and was hit by a rock from the 
first shot which broke his leg in two places, 
leaving him helpless. Pemberton, luckily, 
received no injuries although rocks were 
flying about him for considerable distance 
after he had picked up Lee. 


A DrawsBack TO MATRIMONY 


A little girl in Ayrshire had been pun- 
ished for not being able to recite her 
geography lesson. Her mother went to the 
woman teacher to reprimand her. 

“Was it you who punished our wee 
Jeanie for her geography ?” she demanded. 
“Yes, I punished her,” was the reply. 

“Weel,” continued the mother, angrily. 
“her Auntie Leezie had nae geography, an' 
she got a man, I had nae geography, an’ I 
got a man; an’ there’s you wi’ a’ your 
geography, an’ you havena got a man yet! 
I don’t want my lassie to get geography!” 
—Youth’s Companion. 
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COOKING DEMONSTRATIONS 
ARE WELL ATTENDED 


The Valley Electrical Supply Company, 
in conjunction with the Edison Appliance 
Company, has an extensive demonstration 
program scheduled for the spring and sum- 
mer months. Demonstrations lasting from 
five days to a week are being held in all of 
the principal cities on the San Joaquin 
Power system and in the Midland terri- 
tory. In the certain cities a cooking school 
is carried on along with the demonstration. 
At the close of the school cooking contests 
are open to the local women. Valuable 
prizes are given for the best bread, cake 
and pie submitted, the prize given for the 
bread being an electric range, for the cake 
an electric washer, and for the pie a 
vacuum cleaner. Mrs. Mabel Ritter in 
charge of the demonstrations, while Miss 
B. Edna Galvin, domestic science expert, 
conducts the cooking school. J. A. Mc- 
Williams and Ernest Wood of the Valley 
Electric are present to answer any ques- 
tions on costs, installation and wiring. The 
people in the various communities are very 
much enthused and there has been a good 
attendance at every demonstration so far. 


In the last month, demonstrations have 
been given at San Joaquin, Kerman, 
Madera, Los Banos and Lemoore. Cook- 
ing school has been held in Corcoran, 
Dinuba, and Selma. Demonstrations are 
scheduled to be held in Reedley, Kings- 
burg, Fowler, Livingston, Clovis, Sanger, 
Dos Palos, Santa Maria, San Miguel, 
Atascadero, Paso Robles, with the final one 
at San Luis Obispo during the week of 
July 14. Cooking schools are planned for 
Paso Robles, San Luis Obispo, Bakersfield 
and Merced. 


W. G. KERCKHOFF AND IVIFE 
LEAVE TO VISIT GERMANY 


William G. Kerckhoff, president of the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation, 
the Southern California Gas Company and 
officer of other important Los Angeles 
business corporations, left Los Angeles 
March 27, with Mrs. Kerckhoff for New 
York en route to Europe. They expect to 
spend a month in the East before sailing. 
Their European objectives are France and 
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Germany, where they plan to make ex- 
tended visits. 

Mr. Kerckhoff is vice-president of the 
Southern California committee for relief 
of German children, of which Dr. C. N. 
Thomas is director. He has actively inter- 
ested himself in the relief campaign con- 
ducted here in co-operation with the 
national drive led by Maj. Gen. Henry 
T. Allen, and while abroad will investigate 
German conditions, especially in West- 
phalia and other districts now occupied by 
the French. He expects to visit the relief 
stations of the Quakers in the German 
industrial district, toward the support of 
which the funds being raised in the local 
drive are devoted. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kerckhoff plan to be 
absent from Los Angeles for about six 
months. 


THE GRAND OLD SAN JOAQUIN 


Away on the mountain summit 
And deep in the canyon low, 

Lies an untold wealth of treasure,— 
The white, everlasting snow. 


Melting in countless streamlets, 
Wild as the wind and as free, 
With a murmuring song that answers 
The call of the far-off sea. 


Out of the forest fastness, 

Down from the mountain height, 
To rest where the lake reposes 

Or toil with the river's might. 


Flowing from mountain to desert,— 
This is the God-made plan; 

Yet it yields at times to the harness 
And works at the will of man. 


On its banks are beauties of nature, 
No fairer on earth can be seen; 
This river of power and beauty 
Is the grand old San Joaquin! 


—Wwmo. GOLDSWORTHY. 


Once Was ENouGH 
Hazel—My husband and I were invited 
to Marie's wedding, but we're not going. 
Violet—Not going? Why not? 
Hazel —Well, Fremont has never been 
to any but his own, so doesn't care much 
for them. 


Above.—Frank Stoner operating the Wayne electric gasoline pump. 


for radiators is not overlooked. 


Below.—North wing of garage. 


Right.—Air for tires and water 
The service station is first door to the right. 


A Modern and Busy Service Station 


In the San Joaquin Power Garage at 
First and Raisina streets, Fresno, is located 
a regular service station that does more 
business in a day than many well-to-do 
service stations on busy highways. This 
station is open day and night. 

A total of 150 cars and trucks pass 


18 


Google 


through this station on an average day. 
About 100 cars are serviced each night 
with gas, oil and tire inspection. An aver- 
age of 50 cars are serviced each day be- 
tween 8:00 a. m. and 4:00 p. m. 

At night 125 cars and trucks find stor- 
age in the stalls of the garage. 
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A load of transformer shells on the new super trailer built in the garage shops of San Joaquin Power at Fresno. 


HEAVY DUTY TRAILER 
BUILT IN FRESNO SHOPS 


To take care of the transportation of 
heavy materials required in the construc- 
tion of power lines and substations, a large 
ten-ton trailer has been built in the shops 
of the San Joaquin Power garage at 
Fresno. It is the four-wheel type, 
equipped with heavy artillery type wheels 
with regulation size solid rubber tires. The 
rear wheels are equipped with brakes, 
operated by means of a hand lever at the 
front of the trailer. This permits its use 
in the mountains and relieves the strain on 
the brakes of the towing truck. 

A striking feature is the method by 
which the frame is fastened to the axles in 
order to obtain as low a center of gravity 


Closeup of underslung spring construction and draw- 
head of trailer. 
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as possible. The side members of the 
frame are attached to the lower side of the 
rear axle and held in place by a channel 
iron saddle the width of the frame, riveted 
to the frame and secured by four U bolts. 
The front axle is attached to two standard 
front springs which are connected to the 
frame by means of a spring shackle. A 
U bolt at the center of each spring acts as 
a snubber to prevent excessive spring 
action. 

The new trailer has made two strenuous 
trips with extremely heavy loads and has 
proved very satisfactory. It takes the 
place of an extra truck and can be loaded 
much more quickly and in addition can be 
operated at a very low cost. 


RESULTS OF POULTRY 
FEEDING EXPERIMENTS 


Experiments in poultry feeding for egg 
production carried on by the United States 
Department of Agriculture show that it 
takes about 6.7 pounds of feed to produce 
a dozen eggs with general-purpose pullets 
while the egg-laying strains, such as Leg- 
horns, require about 4.8 pounds of feed. 
Old hens require a much larger amount of 
feed in producing a dozen eggs. Simple 
feed rations made up of home-grown grains 
and their by-products, supplemented with 
meat or fish scrap or milk, give the most 
profitable results. 


Mrs. Webster Has New Home 


Widow of Sub-Station Operator Thanks All Who Helped Her Provide a 
Home for Herself and Five Children. 


O build in one day a five-room house 

from foundation to finishing was a 

task attempted by a crew of 

some fifty members of the operating depart- 
ment last January. 

The occasion for so daring a effort was 
to provide a home for the widow, Mrs. 
Lucy Webster, and family of five chil- 
dren of Robert L. Webster, substation 
operator at Copper Mine who was killed 
January 3 by coming in contact with a 
high voltage line. 

The members of the operating division 
have the reputation for doing with a right 
good will whatever they undertake. It 
would appear that the Fresno operating 
department was going out to hang up new 
records for doing things. Practcially every 
member of the department showed up for 
work on the Webster home. Some could 
remain but for a few hours while others 
stayed until the last nail was driven and 
the last stroke of the paint brush put the 
finishing touches on the job. That the 
entire job of building a five-room house 
complete was not finished in one twelve- 
hour day was not because the effort was 
not made. Although the house was not 
finally completed for several days after the 
big drive, there was so much to show for 
the first day’s work that everybody went 
home happy. 

ELECTRIC WATER SUPPLY 


The house is 25x38 feet with a 10x12 
concrete basement. The foundation is of 
concrete. There are five rooms in the 
house; a living room, two bed rooms and 
a kitchen, also a bath-room and large 
screen porch. The home is equipped with 
a hot water tank and an electric pressure 
system for water supply from a well 
60 feet in depth. 

The exterior of the house is of shiplap 
siding while the interior is finished in 
plaster board, wainscoated 3 feet from the 
floor. Two baseboard outlets for attach- 
ing electrical appliances are in each room. 

The lot of one acre is completely fenced 
with three strands of barb wire, while a 
20x24-foot chicken yard is near the house. 

Several large eucalyptus trees standing 
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near the house were trimmed for stove 
wood with the result the home is pro- 
vided with several months’ supply of fuel. 

The home was built on a lot pur- 
chased several months ago by Mr. Web- 
ster in a delightful new subdivision near 
the Sierra Vista district of Fresno. Several 
old fruit trees, grape vines and shade trees 
give additional value to the place, while 
school facilities for the children are not 
far away. 


The estimated value of the house, fences 
and outbuildings is placed at $3,500. 


MANY FRIENDS HELP 


Nor were San Joaquin Power employees 
the only contributors to this worthy cause. 
Friends of the Webster family from many 
parts of the San Joaquin Valley showed up 
to help build the little home for the bereft 
family. A complete list of all who con- 
tributed time, money or materials will 
never be made. There were many who 
made a contribution with just the word 
“from a friend” and to mention anyone 
would be unfair because it is impossible 
to mention all. 


Mrs. Webster sends her appreciation 
for the kindly efforts of her many friends 
and the friends of her husband in the 
following letter: 


Editor San Joaquin Power Magazine. 

Sir:—As it is impossible for me to per- 
sonally thank all the many friends of 
Mr. Webster and myself for their great- 
ness of heart in helping me provide a home, 
I desire to take this opportunity to reach 
all that I can through your columns and 
tell them how we appreciate your kindness. 

So many came to help whom I personally 
do not know and so many contributed 
whom I have no way of knowing, that 
however much I would like to express in a 
more direct manner my thanks and grati- 
tude for their kindness and thoughtful- 
ness, I find that I have no way of reach- 
ing them. 

I am indeed grateful to all of you for 
your kindness. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Lucy WEBSTER. 
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1. Materials on the ground as the crew found it before starting to 
work at 7:00 a. m. Sunday, February 8. 

2, At 9:00 a. m. the framework was showing up on the landscape. 

3. At noon the framework had reached its full height. 
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STORY OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE W! 


Cars parked around the sce 
The completed home. 

The house was well covered 
Hot dogs and hot coffee for 


EBSTER HOME AS TOLD BY THE CAMERA MAN. 
ne of operations. 


with siding by 4:30 o'clock. 
r lunch. = 
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8. A word of encouragement to the workers from the sidelines. 

9. Eucalyptus trees soon were converted into stove wood. 

10. The chicken house is entirely of metal. It is an obselete switch- 
ing station salvaged from the discard. 
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BEWARE THE WIRES. 


Electricity is mankind’s greatest servant. 
It is ready at all times to turn the factory’s 
wheels, to heat the furnaces of industry or 
the home of the humble citizen, to light 
the streets of the city or the book of the 
student. But it demands that its strength 
be respected. He who fails to grant it 
proper respect must pay dearly, may pay 
even with his life. 

Steam motive power has been one of 
civilization’s greatest builders and there- 
fore greatest blessings. Yet the toll it 
has taken in human lives is appalling. 
Great railroads have brought close 
together the opposite shores of our conti- 
nent, and a nation’s commerce flows back 
and forth over the steel rails. But nearly 
every railroad crossing has witnessed 
the tragic end of someone who failed to 
“stop, look and listen.” The automobile 
has annihilated distance, speeded up busi- 
ness and industry, brought pleasure to 
millions of people. Yet in unskilled or 
reckless hands it is a juggernaut, frightful 
indeed in its menace of death and destruc- 
tion. 

Electricity, like these, takes its toll, but 
compared with them, its percentage of vic- 
tims is small indeed. Every possible pre- 
caution is taken to make its handling safe. 
Yet this very appearance of safety some- 
times results in a total disregard not only 
of warning notices but of the dictates of 
common sense. No man would stand in 
the path of a rushing trolley car without 
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expecting to get hurt. Nor would he stick 
his hand into the gnashing teeth of a 
threshing machine. 

Why not be as careful of the dangers of 
electricity? Men have been killed by 
attempting to move a high hay derrick or 
a baling machine under high voltage wires. 
There might have been a clearance of six 
inches. But in the roadway was a little 
bump, the top of the derrick hit the wire, 
and another tragedy was charged against 
“Let’s take a chance.” Trees have been 
chopped down and permitted to fall across 
electric wires. The wires have broken, 
clashed together and become a source of 
danger. The insulated handle of a switch 
grows old, cracks, threatens to come off. 
Some day it will have to be fixed. But 
that some day is put off until one chance 
too many is taken and another fatality or 
serious injury is recorded. 

Don’t take any chance with electricity. 
It isn’t necessary. If you have to move a 
derrick or a hay press or a house under the 
wires, notify the power company. Exper- 
ienced men will be sent to help you. If 
you run across a fallen wire, let it alone 
and notify the power company. If insula- 
tion on your electrical apparatus begins to 
wear, notify the power company. And if 
you see a sign warning you that there is 
danger from high voltage wires, heed it. 
It was placed there for your protection. 


CALIFORNIA'S LOW RATES. 


B. C. Forbes, leading writer on business 
and financial topics for the Hearst news- 
papers and editor of Forbes Magazine, has 
recently issued a book called “Men Who 
are Making the West.” In the introduc- 
tion to that book he says: 

“The hydro-electric industry is more 
advanced on the Pacific Coast than any- 
where else in America, affording power in 
unlimited quantities at the lowest rates in 
the land.” 

The service is rendered in territory that 
is often sparsely settled, and development 
demands big expenditures and the solving 
of difficult engineering problems. The 
tendency of rates has been steadily down- 
ward. Forbes knows what he is talking 
about. Yet unfriendly critics, speaking on 
sketchy information or none at all, con- 
tinue to howl at the California power com- 
panies for charging “exorbitant” rates. 
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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE. 


The epidemic of foot and mouth disease 
is serious. It can be eradicated only if 
there is rigid enforcement of the quaran- 
tine and a continuance of the quick anni- 
hilation of infected herds. But the quaran- 
tine officers cannot do their work alone. 
They must have the co-operation of all 
citizens. That co-operation can be best 
given by strict observance not only of the 
quarantine rules but of requests by the 
officers for doing or not doing things which 
the law does not cover. 

Let no one view the situation lightly. 
Efforts have been made in some quarters 
to minimize the seriousness of the malady. 
Whether it is serious or otherwise is beside 
the main point. Other states do not want 
it. They will try to keep it out even if 
they have to place an embargo upon every 
California product. If such an embargo 
is declared, California will suffer not only 
hardship and privation which must affect 
every man, woman and child within her 
borders, but an economic set-back from 
which she may not recover for years. 


Ten 150-ton, 3000-volt locomotives for 
the Mexican Railway Company, Ltd., have 
been completed and tested, together with 
substation equipment, which will be ready 
for operation by the time the first locomo- 
tives are placed in service. 
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GIVE US AN IDEA. 


How about it, you folk of the San Joa- 
quin Power family—do you ever think you 
could do a better job of editing this maga- 
zine than its editors are doing? If you 
have thought that you must have an idea. 
You must have some specific thought of 
how to put “pep” and “jazz” between 
these covers. Why not give us that idea? 
This is your magazine, you know. Send 
in the suggestion. 


A BAKERSFIELD ISSUE. 


Our next issue of San Joaquin Power 
Magazine will be devoted chiefly to 
Bakersfield. We shall present special 
Bakersfield articles and pictures, and there 
will be a story of Bakersfield power 
development by General Manager A. E. 
Wishon, who used to be manager of that 
district. 

After this issue, we shall start the 
rounds of all districts, giving to each in 
turn the same consideration. This means 
a program extending over many months, 
and each district office has a lot of time in 
which to plan for special features. 

Meantime, all regular departments will 
continue. Keep sending in the correspon- 
dence, and make it newsy and snappy. 


San Joaquin Power employees leaving for construction camps readily consent to thorough fumigation to 
prevent spread of hoof and mouth disease in hill country. 
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Around the Loop 


Bits of News and Gossip From District Managers’ Reports and District 
Reporters’ Notes. 


FRESNO DISTRICT. 
PauL B. WiLson, District Manager. 


The recent rains have done much to brighten 
the general situation in this territory. The 
ranchers as a whole are inclined to be optimis- 
tic and welcome any excuse to bolster up their 
spirits in the face of what might appear to be 
adverse conditions. 

The long dry spell preceding this rain was 
clearly reflected in our New Business Depart- 
ment. The farmer's confidence in gravity water 
was somewhat shaken. He will use pumped 
water as his chief source of supply in the 
future, figuring the reliability of the source is 
of greater importance that the small saving per 
acre effected by the use of gravity water. 

The epidemic of hoof and mouth disease has 
not yet found its way into the Fresno territory 
and every precaution is being taken to follow 
the advice of Dr. J. F. McKenna, county veter- 
inarian, to keep our salesmen away from the 
stock territory. 

During the month 218 applications were 
received for new lighting service. There were 
59 applications for agricultural power service 
during this period averaging 7/4 horsepower 
per plant. The tendency seems to be toward 
smaller plants to be operated over longer per- 
iods. We have been encouraging this practice 
for some time and seem to be getting results. 

Six applications were received for industrial 
power having a total of 712 horsepower. One 
outstanding application for this class of power 
is from the Service Rock and Gravel Company 
for 317 horsepower for a new rock and gravel 
plant at Friant. 

Twenty-two new combination heating, light- 
ing and cooking applications were signed during 
the month. As the summer advances this class 
of business is expected to increase considerably. 
Public demonstrations and cooking schools are 
being held at various places, especially in the 
country districts which will stimulate an interest 
in better cooking electrically. 

A meeting of district employees was held 
during the month which had a very beneficial 
effect on the district organization. Problems of 
the various departments were discussed and 
suggestions made and received as to the best 
methods of removing the difficulties. These 
meetings will be held regularly each month 
now that we have a place in which to meet. 

We are constantly receiving favorable com- 
ment of our service and compliments for our 
employees—along with the usual number of 
minor complaints that are to be expected. A 
recent compliment comes from A. Beverstein 
who writes: “This is just a note of thanks for 
the efficient service you have rendered us dur- 
ing the past three years. We have used San 
Joaquin Power during that period of time for 
ranges, electric water heater, one-half horse- 
power motor for pump, washing machine, etc. 
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There is no other power used on our ranch. 
Besides being a great comfort and convenience 
it is certainly the cleanest and surest kind of 
service.” Another comment was from Mrs. 
Morgan Baird, owner of large land holdings 
in the Sanger territory, who recently informed 
our salesman that he was indeed fortunate to 
be connected with the company. She deplored 
the fact that all companies could not have execu- 
tives with the character and foresight of ours, 
and employees as courteous and as efficient as 
those of San Joaquin Power. All of which 
makes us feel very glad to know that among 
those whom we serve there are some who really 
appreciate what we are doing and aiming to do. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 


Hazen G. REDFERN, District Manager. 


We are able to report improved conditions 
in the Dinuba District this month and this is 
largely due to the recent rains. The precipita- 
tion in this vicinity was 2.42 inches which 
brings the total for the year up to 4.88 inches. 
While this is below normal, it is believed that 
sufficient water will be available for this 
season’s irrigation. > 

Our business report for March shows appli- 
cations for 359 horsepower for agricultural pur- 
poses, 10 horsepower for industrial load, three 
horsepower for cooking and heating and 20 
light installations. Twenty-three estimates and 
30 jobs were completed at an estimated cost of 
$21,909. Seventy-seven meters were set on new 
installations. 

Construction work on the new Reedley Gram- 
mar School is progressing rapidly and it is 
expected the building will be finished in time 
for next school term. The electrical equipment 
consists of four motors and modern lighting 
equipment. The domestic science department is 
being wired for electrical cooking, but the 
installation of the ranges will be postponed till 
a later date. 

A golf club has been organized at Orange 
Cove and the course is now under construction. 
This is to be a 9-hole course and it is said will 
be one of the sportiest in the valley. 

The San Joaquin Light & Power Cooking 
School opened March 31 with 182 women 
present. Continued good attendance made the 
affair a great success. The local newspapers 
and merchants gave complete co-operation in 
making the school a success. 


MADERA DISTRICT 
J. E. Barrett, District Manager. 


General conditions in the Madera District 
have been greatly improved as a result of the 
recent rains. There is quite a bit of activity in 
agricultural development, and interest in cotton 
is pronounced. A recent item in the Chowchilla 
News shows that the real estate sales in that 
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vicinity since the first of the year have 
amounted to approximately one-half million 
dollars. On the whole the farmers are opti- 
mistic. 


In the recent drive of the Madera Chamber 
of Commerce about 100 new members were 
added to the roster. E. E. Nelson was elected 
president of the organization and J. E. Barrett, 
district manager, was elected vice-president and 
director. 


During the month three new subscribers have 
been added to the list of stockholders in this 
district. 

During the month of March 34 jobs and 
estimates were worked on. The work was 
handled by three line crews. Service was 
extended to 51 consumers, consisting of 19 light- 
ing, 3 heating and cooking, six industrial and 
23 agricultural power consumers. This called 
for a connected load of 19 kilowatts in lights 
and 14% kilowatts in heating and cooking, 
24 horsepower industrial and 245 horsepower in 
agricultural power. This is a substantial 
increase in agricultural power, 245 horsepower 
being signed up this month as compared with 
1401 horsepower of the two previous months. 

At the end of March we had signed up 57 
consumers, calling for a load of 169 kilowatts, 
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Part of 26 acres of lettuce on the Della W. Fortune 
place in the Madera District. The wavering in the rows 
is for the purpose of securing better penetration of 
moisture in irrigation, the water flowing slowly through 
the crooked rows. 

15814 horsepower industrial and 39414 horse- 
power agricultural. All of these applicants 


are not connected as yet. 

Diversity in farming is being given a thorough 
demonstration on the 40-acre field of Mrs. Della 
W. Fortune in the Madera district. Twenty-six 
acres of choice lettuce is now being packed and 
shipped to San Francisco markets where it is 
bringing top prices. It is expected that the crop 
will require eighteen cars for shipment. 


In addition to the lettuce crop Mrs. Fortune 
has planted five acres to cantaloupes, five acres 
to watermelons and four acres to garlic. 
A 10-horsepower motor installed last fall is 
used to irrigate the crops. 


SAN JOAQUIN DISTRICT. 


E. G. STAHL, District Manager. 


March was an excellent month for new busi- 
ness in the San Joaquin District. Our business 
signed report for this month was larger than 
ever before reported since the district opened 
in 1921. We secured a total of 875 horsepower 
and 52.4 kilowatts in cooking and heating. 
Some of the larger consumers we signed this 
month were: 


Miller & Lux, three 225 horsepower canal 
pumping plants; one 35 horsepower deep well 
irrigation plant; one 25 horsepower deep well 
irrigation plant. Tranquillity Creamery Co. 
45 horsepower in pumping plant. James Irri- 
gation District, 45 horsepower pumping plant. 
C. Leoni of Burrel, 15 horsepower pumping 
plant. H. Merzoian, Kerman, 10 horsepower 
pumping plant. A. Cowan and P. Bowdish, 
Kerman, 10 horsepower pumping plant. W. E. 
Jones, San Joaquin, 7 kilowatt range and 5 kilo- 
watt water heater. J. W. Downing, Burrel, 
7 kilowatt range and 5 kilowatt water heater. 
Chas. Acquistapace, Burrel, 7 kilowatt range. 
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Wm. Helm, Mendota, 6 kilowatt range. 
McGuire, Mendota, 5.4 kilowatt range. 

Practically all dairies in the San Joaquin 
district are under voluntary quarantine 
and every effort is being made to eliminate any 
chance of the hoof-and-mouth disease spread- 
ing to this locality. 

Crops of all kinds are in excellent condition 
due to the recent rains, and indications are that 
this will be a very prosperous year for the 
general farming and dairy sections of the dis- 
trict. 

The Tranquillity Creamery has recently been 
organized and expects to start operation in the 
town of Tranquillity this month. 

The San Joaquin Creamery, which has been 
in operation for about eight months, and is 
now operating to capacity, has started construc- 
tion on a $75,000.00 extension to handle the 
extraction of milk sugar. They plan to have 
this in operation within three months. 


Some local parties are considering the advis- 
ability of installing an alfalfa-meal mill. One 
hundred and fifty thousand tons of alfalfa were 
shipped out of the James Ranch last year and 
if this hay can be sold locally to an alfalfa- 
meal mill it will materially benefit the com- 
munity. 


A. R. 


CORCORAN DISTRICT. 


F. C. Carrot, District Manager. 

A list of new business connected in Corcoran 
District during March shows a total of 327 
horsepower. 

There was also connected for Hugh Van 


POWER LINE INSTALLED READY TO PUMP. 


This is one of a battery of 10 wells on the property 
of the Cuthbert Burrell Company, 34 miles west of 
Fresno, where 14,000 acres will ultimately be irrigated 
by means of electric pump irrigation. 

The wells are 14 inches in diameter and from 400 
to 1000 feet in depth with a water level averaging 35 
feet from the surface. These wells pump 1500 gallons 
per minute with plants of 20, 30, and 50-horsepower 
capacity. Stove-pipe steel casing manufactured in 
Fresno by the Western Pipe and Steel Company is 
used in these wells. 

The boring was done by the Bramlette Drilling Com- 
pany using a standard rig. 
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Vlear of Lemoore a 7-kilowatt range and the 
Union Oil Company of Angiola had a 3-kilo- 
watt air heater connected. In addition we con- 
nected eight new lighting consumers during the 
month. 

We have three crews busy with new con- 
struction work and expect the new business to 
continue well into April. 

An unusual interest in cooking with electricity 
has been manifested as a result of the 
cooking school recently held, and we expect to 
install a number of new electric ranges within 
the next month or two. 


BAKERSFIELD 
J. A. Ware, Reporter. 


Evelyn Riggs has resumed her duties in the 
Consumers' Department after an illness of six 
weeks. 

E. F. Millard, 
power salesman, has 
obtained a three:<— — 
months' leave of 
absence, during -— 
which time he ex- 
pects to follow a 
farmer's routine on 


his ranch near ~~ 
Bakersfield. 

Thelma Smith, 
clerk in the Con- 


sumers’ Department, 
assisted the Taft office force for two days dur- 
ing the past month. 

De Nize Lohman has been made cashier of 
the Consumers’ Department, which position was 
formerly filled by Miss Pearl Davis. We have 
been fortunate enough to secure the services of 
Mrs. Kathryn Taylor to act in the capacity of 
assistant cashier. 


George Parks of the Service Department has 
been transferred to the Meter Department, 
under Lou Johnston. 

Harold Hurt has been making frequent trips 
to Los Angeles. There must be some attraction 
other than the climate. 

Herb St. Mary came to work recently 
with a mushroom as big as a washtub. He 
says it grew in Kellogg’s Orange Acres, and 
in coming out of the ground, it up-rooted one 
of the orange trees. R. L. Gardner upholds 
Herb in this statement, as he is also a resident 
of that part of the woods. 


(Notice.—News items such as the above in 
the future must be accompanied by photographs 
and sworn affidavits before they will be ac- 
cepted in the “Loop” department. This is not 
a liars’ club.—EDITOR.) 


On March 3, the Welfare committee held 
their meeting in the club rooms at the Midway 
Steam Plant. One of the main features on the 
program for the evening was a fast four-round 
boxing bout put on by Bert Stine and “Red” 
Brand of the Steam Plant. Both boys put up 
an excellent brand of clean fighting and the 
match was declared a draw. After the main 
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events of the evening, refreshments were served 
by Doc Carson, aided by Jimmy Kastle and Lee 
Sumner. 

V. R. Frazee of the Auditing department paid 
us a pleasant visit a short time ago. We are 
always glad to have him here. 

Al C. Joy, Harry Carroll, M. P. Lohse and 
Frank A. Easton were among those from the 
General Office who had business in this district 
recently. 

Howard Breece has resumed his duties with 
the company after an absence of several weeks 
spent in the mountains, in an effort to regain 
his health. Mr. Breece suffered shell shock 
overseas which has bothered him more or less 
since his release from the service. 

Jimmy Hothersoll, superintendent of the gas 
meter shop and laboratories, states that seem- 
ingly his luck has not yet changed. His chil- 
dren have all recently been sick with the 
measles, flu and pneumonia. We sympathize 
with Jimmy and trust that his family will soon 
regain their normal health. 

Morris Lee, who began the construction of a 
new home sometime ago, is still busy with it 
and informs us that it is nearing completion and 
will soon be ready to occupy. 

Clarence Montieth has resumed his duties as 
gang foreman of the Gas Department after 
several days’ sick leave. 

As we go to press, we are in receipt of a 
message from R. J. Williams informing us of the 
arrival of an 8!4-pound boy at his home. 


AMONG OUR CONSUMERS 


Due to the continued dry weather throughout 
the winter months, all agricultural plants have 
been operating very extensively, but the spring 
months have come and with them an abundance 
of rain. The valley has put on its coat of 
green and can indeed be called “The Farmers’ 
Paradise.” Cattle are all getting sleek and fat, 
and the sheep are losing their winter coat of 
fleecy staple. The farmer is ignoring the eight- 
hour law and putting in all the daylight hours 
preparing his land, planting crops, pruning 
vines; etc., preparing for an abyndant yield this 

all. 

J. F. Laughlin of Rio Bravo has completed 
the planting of 27 acres additional alfalfa on 
his 75 acre ranch. He has also planted a few 
acres of wheat, 20 acres of corn and is prepar- 
ing to put in 10 acres of cotton. His ranch 
looks good and we predict that within a few 
months it will look much better. 

J. A. Ware recently paid a visit to the ranch 
home of J. S. Kinney, which is our most westerly 
installation in the Shafter district. Mr. Kinney 
has a splendid six room house, surrounded by 
a beautiful lawn of blue grass and clover. 
He operates a modern dairy, taking care of 
a maximum of fifty cows during the year. The 
surroundings create an impression of efficiency 
and thoughtful management. The sanitation is 
very thorough. 

Business of the Wasco Creamery, under the 
skillful management of H. G. Hull, has so 
increased in the past two years as to necessitate 
extensions to increase the capacity of the plant. 
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The Shafter Women’s Club has recently 
begun the construction of a new and modern 
building to be used for club purposes. When 
completed this will be one of the best club 
houses in the valley. 

A real estate deal of considerable importance 
has recently been consummated through Charles 
Bloomer of Bakersfield, in which Leonard Jones, 
a Los Angeles capitalist, has taken over 2800 
acres in the Weedpatch district from the Porter 
Land Company. Mr. Jones is now installing a 
pumping plant of 100 horsepower and will con- 
tinue to make improvements until the full 2800 
acres are developed. 

Thayer and Weaver are constructing a mod- 
ern store building at Arvin, in which they 
intend operating a general mercantile business. 
There are also good prospects for a modern 
hotel to be located there, a new bank, a drug 
store and other worth-while improvements. In 
fact, it is predicted that within the next few 
months Arvin will be a regular little city. 


J. P. Kerr of Kernita Park, one of our stock- 
holders, and a booster, has closed his olive busi- 
ness for the season. He says his business has 
been better this year than for any preceeding 
year. 

Lettuce is moving at McFarland. The lettuce 
crop in and around McFarland is now being 
shipped at the rate of five and six cars a week. 
This lettuce is of a very fine variety and prac- 
tically all of it is going to eastern markets. 


MIDWAY STEAM PLANT 


A St. Patrick’s dance on March 14 was one of 
the interesting parties given this month. Decora- 
tions were carried out in green and white and 
appropriately decorated refreshments were 
served. A dainty Irish folk dance was danced 
by Alice Greer. 

Unfortunately the epidemic of flu that broke 
out on Monday following this party caused some 
to wonder if the green cakes may not have 
been as dangerous as they looked. However, 
all of the victims recovered in a few days. 


Owing to the generosity of the W. O. W. 
band in furnishing music for the social even- 
ing, March 29, an unusually good time was 
enjoyed. The Woodmen are engaged in a 
membership campaign and sent their band of 
nearly forty members. Several of the visiting 
gentlemen gave short talks and Miss Frances 
Tracy entertained with a charming solo dance. 


TULE RIVER POWER HOUSE 


Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Cramer, who formerly 
lived at the headworks, were guests of the Ross 
Lathrop’s for a few days. 


E. C. Northrop and wife have just returned 
from a vacation. They arrived just in time 
to enjoy a snow storm. 

F. R. McGeorge met with a painful accident 
last month, when he tripped over a root and 
injured his back. Dr. Nicholsen of Porterville 
attended him and he is now feeling much better. 


R. A. Wittick and a crew of men arrived at 
Tule on March 1 to install a new pump at the 
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headworks. On his arrival here he was very 
much enthused over the fine weather we were 
having and declared his work soon would be 
finished because the mild weather was just the 
thing to put pep and speed into the job. The 
next morning when he drew aside the curtains 
of his tent he gazed upon a world covered with 
seven inches of snow and still falling. His 
opinion of Tule weather dropped several de- 
grees. They were forced to give up the work 
for the time being. The pep was there but the 
speed was hung on a limb to thaw out. 

We have an ordinance in Tulare county pro- 
hibiting the picking of red-bud, lupin and other 
wild flowers which grow in the mountains. 
This does not seem to have any effect on a, (we 
are glad to say), small percentage of mountain 
visitors. Along the roadside can be seen the 
work of careless citizens. Branches are broken 
off and blossoms scattered on the ground in the 
trail of these vandals like wreckage in the wake 
of a cyclone. Why will some people crowd and 
rush their work all during the week so as to 
have a Sunday free for pleasure, only to use 
the day to destroy that which is the source of 
pleasure to so many? 

F. R. McGeorge is to attend a meeting of 
Supervisors and citizens in Porterville to try to 
arrange a schedule on the Camp Nelson and 
Wishon road which will be suitable to all. To 
these of us who live here the old schedule was 
very unsatisfactory. 

Mrs. S. L. Birkhead has been ill for two weeks 
with influenza. Daily inquiries get the report 
that she ‘is getting better. 

Operator J. R. White and family returned 
from a seven day vacation spent in Fresno. 
Mr. White’s mother came back with them for 
a few days’ visit. 

Mrs. Margaret Smithling of Porterville is 
staying at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Birkhead. 


DINUBA 
BLANCHE WEDDLE, Reporter. 


Wedding bells are ringing again! Blanche 
Reed, one of our ledger 
clerks, slipped away on 
March 8, and became 
the bride of L. H. Ras- 
mussen. Miss Reed has 
been working in this 
office for several 
months, while Mr. Ras- 
mussen is employed by 
the Shell Oil Company 
of Dinuba. They have 
the best wishes of their many friends. 


The stork has again visited Dinuba making 
Wilford LaFond, substation operator, the proud 
father of a boy while Joe Little, one of our line- 
men, is telling everyone about the wonderful 
little girl at his house. We might state that 
there has been no candy or cigars passed around 
at the office. 

Frank Suters and John Ryan, traveling audi- 
tors for the company, are with us at the present 
time. 
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On the the evening of March 19 the Dinuba 
Power Club gave a theater party at the Strand 
Theater. Those who attended were Messrs. 
and Mesdames, A. L. Furman, Frank Anderson, 
Walter Leedy, George Southworth, Walter 
Warren, Harvey Beaty, W. W. Spoor, Walter 
Kennedy, H. S. Terry, L. H. Rasmussen, Hugh 
Weddle, Don Schofield, Earl Owens and 
Howard Finch, Miss Velma Powers and Pearl 
Kelley, Chester Adams and Leo Newcomb. 


Miller Henderson, our assistant district fore- 
man, has been working in the Corcoran office 
for the past three weeks. We hope to see Miller 
back in his old chair in the Dinuba office within 
another week. 

Since the last issue of the magazine, Velma 
Powers, our cashier, has had her hair bobbed. 

On March 12 the Dinuba office was surprised 
when Art Thiele, Jimmie Castle and Liston 
Powell of Bakersfield visited our office while 
on their way home from the salesmen's meeting. 
This is the first time any of these men have 
visited our office since the fire, and we want to 
assure them that we were more than glad to 
have them call on us. 


MERCED 
LueLLa F. Hayes, Reporter. 


The San Joaquin Power Club of the Merced 
district held their monthly social in the Living- 
ston Hall Saturday night, March 8, to which all 
employees and a number of Livingston citizens 
were invited. The entertainment program was 
under the direction of Miss Sylvia Azvedo of 
the Livingston office and included solos by Miss 
Marie De Silva, Fred Evans and Miss Azvedo, 
a duet by James Knowles and Fred Evans, a 
guitar selection by Knowles and songs by the 
Power Club chorus. The biggest hit of the 
evening was a one-act play which was coached 
by R. Casad. As there were no stage affects at 
hand the audience were called upon to represent 
the necessary scenery. E. R. Banks made an 
admirable piece of statuary, while Harry Minor 
substituted for a fireplace, Willit Davis a 
poodle, C. C. Gaiser a hatrack and A. F. Ivers 
a phonograph. When asked what the name of 
this play was Mr. Casad replied that it was 
“The Gathering of the Nuts.” The remainder 
of the evening was spent in dancing to music 
supplied by Livingston’s new Jazz Orchestra. 
Supper was served at 11:30 to about eighty 
people. 

Ernest Wood has left our force to demonstrate 
for the Valley Electrical Supply Company and 
we miss him a lot. What's more, we have to 
find a new president for our club. We are told 
that Erny paid us a visit one evening recently 
but he didn't stay long enough to come down to 
the office and say “hello.” 

A new 60-KVA has just been completed from 
the Livingston substation to the Turlock Irriga- 
tion district's substation. This line was con- 
structed by a Fresno crew, under the supervision 
of E. P. Butt, to enable our company to use the 
surplus power of the Turlock Irrigation district. 

A lawn has been planted around our new gas 
holder and the iron fence is now complete. 
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These improvements add a great deal to the 
appearance of the property. 

All construction crews are now equipped with 
fumigating outfits on account of the hoof and 
mouth disease. The men’s clothing and equip- 
ment are thoroughly disinfected twice a day. 
Men are not permitted to go into the infected 
area but accomplish as much as possible in dis- 
tricts that are not quarantined. Each man is 
required to sponge his rubber boots thoroughly 
with lysol solution or other disinfectant before 
going onto private property and upon coming 
out. 


FRESNO 
GARRETT VAN BUREN, Reporter. 


Miss Carol Graham resigned her position as 
stenographer in our New Business Department 
to accept a position in the Fresno County 
Probation Office. She insists that she entered 
that institution of her own accord and was not 
ordered there by the Court. Miss Graham’s 
place has been filled by Mrs. Elizabeth Leavitt, 
who had been temporarily located in the Inspec- 
tion Department. One of Mrs. Leavitt’s first 
official acts on entering our department was to 
have her hair bobbed. 

Irene Havner of the job and estimate depart- 
ment became the bride of John Griffin on the 
morning of March 29. The couple spent their 
honeymoon motoring in Los Angeles and other 
southern California points. Mrs. Griffin is back 
on the job again. 

John Kelly, formerly of F. V. Boller’s consum- 
ers’ service department and late of the Fresno 
district organization has been transferred to the 
Valley Electrical Supply. Company. He was 


promptly dispatched to the Dinuba district where 
he will assist in general appliance sales. 


25 


Miss Marie Harder is wearing a diamond 
ring on the eighth finger from her right, count- 
ing thumbs (to check up, assume normal number 
of finger and thumbs). While the identity of 
the suitor has not been divulged, he is said to 
be an employee of the Kutner and Goldstein 
Company, local grocers. A committee from the 
Consumer's Department has been delegated to 
determine whether or not diamonds are given as 
premiums for trading stamps. In this age of 
high living costs, Miss Harder is to be compli- 
mented on her farsightedness. A slight reduc- 
tion on grocery costs soon counts up. 


Mrs. Betty Easton of the consumers” depart- 
ment of the Fresno City Water Company is now 
located in her fine office on the ground floor of 
our new building. She states that she can do 
twice as much work in one-half the time now. 
In this statement she expresses the sentiment of 
all of us. 


Mrs. Mabel Richardson and Mollie Kissling 
each spent a short time away from work recov- 
ering from a slight illness. 


Ray Stump of the meter reading department 
was bitten by three dogs recently. On entering 
a yard to read the meter, he was attacked from 
three directions at once. One dog bit him in the 
front yard, one near the portico, and one 
ven route out. He is now back on the job, suffer- 
ing no permament injuries. 


Miss Juvie Gustafson left us on the twelfth of 
April, ostensibly to move to Los Angeles. How- 
ever, it is rumored that Los Angeles is merely 
incidental to the fact that a certain fireman, or 
truckdriver, or aviator, or longshoreman hap- 
pens to reside there. Miss Gustafson's place on 
the consumers' ledger is to be filled by Mrs. 
Mabel Richardson. 


The position left vacant by Mrs. Richardson's 


Juvie Gustafson was honored at a farewell luncheon by 34 of her co-workers April 11 at the Y. W. C. A. 


Blue Lantern dining room. 
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transfer will be filled by Florence Esther Pratt, 
formerly of the Union Oil Company. All that 
can be learned of Miss Pratt, thus far, is that 
she has not bobbed her hair and weighs 138 
pounds with her hands in her pockets. 

Having distinguished himself as a go-getter 
in the recent Chamber of Commerce member- 
ship drive, our District Manager, Paul B. Wil- 
son, has been appointed a captain in an attend- 
ance drive being waged by the local Lions 
Club. As soon as the drive is over we will 
print the details as to how he won first place. 


An eminent en- 
gineer arrived in 
Fresno March 30, 
1924, in the person 
of Robert Charles 
Dunkle, weight 
7% pounds. 

The first thing 
Robert requested 
was an algebra. 
He plays fluently 
on the slide rule and yells in logarithms. Daddy 
“Bob” Dunkle of the Research Division was 
busy passing around the cigars in honor of the 
arrival of Bob Charles. Bob states that he is 
looking forward to many hiking trips with 
young Bob during the next year or two. ` 


STORES, PURCHASING AND 
TRANSPORTATION 
DEPARTMENTS 


O. M. SIMPSON, Reporter. 


The final meeting of the sub-committee of the 
Pacific Coast Electrical Association on the sub- 
ject of transportation and labor saving devices 
was held in San Francisco on March 19. J. M. 
Wainscoat and O. M. Simpson, who took an 
active part in the work of the committee, were 
in attendance. The results of the work of the 
committee were far-reaching. 

S. B. Patterson was in the Dinuba District 
last month on business. of the Stores Depart- 
ment. 


W. J. T. Greenfield is now a member of the 
Stores Department staff, being employed at the 
general warehouse. 


Oliver Coppin of the print shop was confined 
to his home for a few days recently, suffering 
from a bad attack of chilblains. Some of the 
boys were sure that “Red” had the hoof and 
mouth disease but Dr. Mordoff made an official 
diagnosis in time to save “Red” from a worse 
fate than chilblains. 


` The baseball fever has hit the print shop and 
stationery department, and the boys are ready 
with bats, balls, gloves and suits. With a little 
practice they will issue a challenge to the office 
crew for a game. They say they will play for 
money, marbjes, chalk or anything else that may 
be offered. 

While on their way back from the main office, 
during the recent rain storm, Wes Sullivan and 
W. Y. Gibbs lost the rear wheel of the bus which 
the boys affectionately call the “Toonerville 
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Trolley,” leaving them stranded in the watery 
expanses of South Van Ness Avenue. As the 
machine was equipped with neither life savers 
nor bathing suits, they sat there debating the 
question of which was the best swimmer, when 
an employee of the Raisin Association came 
along. He fished them out into his own car and 
delivered them to the Industrial Site which was 
high and dry. 

Louis Shenson of the Stationery Department 
did not show up for work the other morning. 
When he appeared at noon he was promptly 
put through the third degree and reluctantly 
confessed to having been stuck in the mud the 
entire night before and had used the morning 
to catch a few hours’ sleep. After Sullivan's 
and Gibbs’ experience his story sounded plaus- 
ible enough, but hereafter, if there is even the 
smallest cloud in the sky, we suggest that no 
member be allowed to leave the Industrial Site 
unless equipped with rubbers, bathing suits, life 
Hehe block and tackle, mud hooks and folding 

eds. 

Bob Martin has exchanged his place in the 
North part of town for a home on Alta Avenue, 
which is about four miles closer to his place of 
business. 

Eddie Hanson and Marie Burton settled a 
question that has been in the minds of their 
friends for a long time by quietly getting mar- 
ried on March 15. After a short honeymoon in 
the Bay District they returned to their new home 
at 1132 Arthur Avenue. Both Eddie and Marie 
are well known in the company, Eddie being 
our typographic artist while Marie was at one 
time a member of the general office staff. Con- 
gratulations are extended from the gang. 

W. E. Hughes has been transferred to Balch 
Camp from the poleyard. 

Elmer Gates, superintendent of the Industrial 
yard, made a trip to Los Angeles recently, 
where he visited the pole treating plants of the 
Edison and Baxter companies. 

During every spare moment of their noon 
hours, the general storeroom crew are busy 
practicing for a great horseshoe tournament 
which they plan to stage sometime in the future. 
Every player furnishes his own instruments, 
and it is reported that Ace Tanner lost three 
teeth while pulling shoes of the Power Company 
mustangs that are on pasture near here. At 
any rate, he was home for three days and the 
teeth are gone. 

There have been a number of visitors looking 
over the transformer warehouse during the past 
month. 

We have been busy lately shipping trans- 
formers out to the districts. 

D. P. Mason attended a meeting of the Pur- 
chasing and Stores Committee of the Pacific 
Coast Electrical Association held in San Fran- 
cisco March 19 and 20. 


FRESNO DISTRICT FOREMAN’S 
OFFICE. 
Harry RICHARDSON, Reporter. 


Some interesting news came to hand March 
7, 1924: L. V. Callahan took upon himself the 
responsibility of matrimonial bliss. His wife 
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is a daughter of Mary Richardson, the well- 
known cake maker; apparently, she follows in 
her mother’s footsteps, as Slim is gaining weight 
day by day. 

Carl Stockholm has been grabbed by the 
Dinuba Baseball Club. He will be seen every 
Sunday holding down the first base. We all 
wish him success, except of course when they 
play Fresno. 

Our bowling team is now in possession of 
their beautiful trophy for winning the City of 
Fresno Championship Class B. It will be 
placed in the Hall of Fame among the other 
trophies. 

The main office force has nothing to blow 
about over their new offices, since it was 
definitely planned to move the “O” Street Bunch 
to the Garage. They may have the ozone 
pumped through the offices but we will have 
nature, including the beautiful landscape garden. 

Many practical jokes were played April 1. 
Phil Briggs was among one of the victims. He 
was presented with a brand new touring car,— 
straight four, equipped with shocks, five cord 
tires and three doors. Yes, it’s a Ford. 

Bert Collins made a trip to Alder Springs 
in his powerful Stephens Six on Sunday, March 
30. That is to say, he got there with the 
assistance of one Henry Ford. Mr. Collins 
came down on Monday with a long yarn about 
how he looped the loop, did a nose dive and 
tobogganed at seventy-five miles an hour. By 
all accounts, the Olympic competitors have 
nothing on Bert. 


LOS BANOS 
E. A. TRANT, Reporter. 


Thos. Hancock, district manager, and L. E. 
Flinn, chief clerk, attended the meeting of sales- 
men held on March 11 and 12 at Fresno. 

O. M. Patten, district foreman, is welcoming 
the spring season in a new tweed suit. 

Los Banos is lining up a strong baseball nine, 
as we have already received challenges from 
Madera and San Joaquin. The boys are very 
much enthused and, after they clean up Madera 
and San Joaquin, are ready to challenge any 
other team on the system. 

Otis Burdick and R. V. Jones of the meter 
department are in Los Banos testing meters. 

Every precaution is being taken to keep the 
hoof and mouth disease out of this territory. 
Our boys co-operate by wearing rubber boots 
when out on cases of trouble, which they ster- 
ilize on entering and leaving the ranches. Con- 
struction work is being held up as a precau- 
tionary measure. 

Within a very short time the Union Oil Com- 
pany will erect an up-to-date service station 
opposite our office it is announced. This will 
be a great improvement to the town. They also 
expect, within thirty days, to commence opera- 
tions on an oil plant at South Dos Palos. 

M. P. Lohse spent a day in this district test- 
ing pumping plants. He likes this district so 
well that he contemplates another visit in the 
near future. We were glad to see him. It is 
not often we see any of the Fresno bunch. 
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SELMA 


Howard Younc, Reporter. 


Again our “Edison” of the Selma office, W. H. 
“Buddy” Case, has broken out with a valuable 
idea. Our new 50,000 cu. ft. gas holder is 
completed and in operation, while the old 30,000 
cu. ft. holder is used for a secondary storage 
tank. This leaves us with a 10,000 cu. ft. holder 
on hand with nothing much to do. Case sug- 
gests that it be converted into a swimming tank 
which would be greatly appreciated by all con- 
cerned, or probably better yet that it be stocked 
with a supply of 
fish of the com- 
moner garden var- 
ieties which would 
furnish diversion 
for several of our 
aspiring “Isaac 
Waltons” after a 
hard days grind at 
the office. 

During discussions among the bunch at the 
Selma office it has always been the concensus 
of opinion that capital punishment was an old 
and obsolete relic of barbarism and positively 
all wrong, but circumstances that have taken 
place in the last week have somewhat altered 
our views and in the opinion of your reporter, 
hanging or electrocution would be too easy for 
one Carl Foster, our inspector de luxe. How- 
ever, let it be said that Carl is to be more pitied 
than blamed. During his last sojourn in our 
neighboring district of Dinuba, he was inocu- 
lated with that most virulent disease, the golf 
bug, and has transmitted it to our gang and in 
the words of the street “the lid is off.” Every- 
body is buying or has purchased a set of clubs 
and the words “stymie,” “mashie,” “birdie” and 
other like terms are heard daily. Marion 
Phillips and Carl have installed a miniature 
course on the lawn adjacent to the office with 
nine holes, or whatever you call them, where the 
stricken addicts gather after hours and Sunday 
mornings. Verily, it is terrible condition. 

A greens commit- 
tee consisting of 
Carl Foster, chair- 
man, Marion Phil- 
lips and Howard 
H. Young has been 
appointed. Par 
has been set at 
nineteen strokes for 
the 9 holes and 
many aspiring can- 
didates are endeavoring to break the course 
record of 33 set by Carl Foster. This will 
undoubtedly be done when our gang gets more 
accustomed to the course and more proficient in 
swinging the festive club. 

Business is good. In fact, it is so rushing that 
it was found necessary to add an additional 
truck and crew to accommodate our applicants 
for new power service. 


Geo. B. Finney had a couple of gentlemen in 
tow lately going the Selma Water Works 
which is owned by this company. They are mak- 
ing several tests and sounding the wells that 
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supply our fair city with its H20, probably in 
the hope of finding some trace of pre-Volstead 
liquid therein. No such luck. 

We were privileged to have with us as our 
honored guest during the month of March one 
H. Brandin, our former enemy during the stock 
baseball drive in which we nearly defeated 
Coalinga. Mr. Brandin was at his duty of 
checking our store supplies. 

Our old friend the “flu” is with us again and 
laid up three of our fellow employees. Mrs. 
Lola Anderson was the first victim, followed by 
Delpha Henriksen. However, we are pleased 
to state that both are O. K. now and on the 
job. G. B. Finney, gas and water foreman, was 
also laid up a few days but is around again in 
his usual sprightly manner. 

Remodeling operations are in full sway in 
our office building and when completed should 
not only alter the physical proportions but en- 
hance the beauty of our building interior. It is 
planned to enlarge and alter the lobby and 
create a private office for W. H. Case and 
change the location of the front door, not to 
mention the relocating of several desks and 
tables and the consumers’ counter. 

A more optimistic atmosphere prevails in 
Selma and vicinity since the heavy rainfall of 
March 25, 26 and 27, when over two and one- 
half inches of moisture was registered in the 
local rain gauge. This downpour, together with 
an abundant snowfall in the mountains, has 
assured local ranchers of a plentiful supply of 
soil moisture for the season and spirits (mental) 
have risen accordingly. As a result our office 
is swamped with applications for new electric 
service of all kinds. 


MADERA 
Mary DECHAINE, Reporter. 


The Madera County Chamber of Commerce 
held a three-day drive for subscriptions and 
formed its forces into two armies—the “Reds” 
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and the “Blues.” C. H. Sayles of the Title 
Guaranty Company was given command of the 
“Reds” and to J. E. Barrett fell the honor of 
majoring the “Blues.” It was a wonderful 
struggle between two armies, each one deter- 
mined to win. The first day of the battle 
seemed to indicate that C. H. Sayles’ followers 
would be victors but by using a lot of foot-work, 
brain-work, strategy, etc., Major “Jimmy” found 
himself victor when the final count of subscrip- 
tions was made. 


We notice Ed Scott proudly wheeling his heir 
in a perambulator around the streets of Madera. 
Ed Senior and Ed Junior go through this exer- 
cise every Sunday if it doesn't rain. 

Concerning a meeting held by committees 
from Madera, Merced and Los Banos at Mer- 
ced, we will kindly refer you to O. M. Patten 
of Los Banos. Mr. Patten, will you please give 
all the details? 

“Radio Mac” McCrory is getting to be such 
a whiz at radio that he seriously contemplates 
inventing something. “All I have to do is wait 
until an idea hits me,” says Mac. 

Ralph Shupe, president of the store-room, has 
been accusing everybody of being afflicted with 
the hoof and mouth disease. We do not under- 
stand why he should do this unless it is that he 
wants us all shot. 

“Hurray for the rain!” that’s what all 
Madera cried the last week of March. Frank 
Hosler was rather feeble with his hurrahs be- 
cause he almost drowned going home for lunch 
on the wettest day. But Frank believes it would 
be lots pleasanter to get drowned than starve, 
at that. 

Well, Jimmy Barrett’s at it again! This time 
he was elected a director of the Madera County 
Chamber of Commerce and at the first meeting 
of the board of directors, he was elected vice- 
president of the Chamber of Commerce. With 


cotton growing, the hoof and mouth disease, and 
his new duties on his mind, Mr. Barrett should 
have a pretty busy time of it. 


Puzzle picture.—This is a contest between the “Reds” and the “Blues.” 


was captain of the “Blues.” Who won? 
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Jimmy Barrett, in the circle, 


Marcu, 1924 


In spite of a rainy week, the Kilowatt Klub 
had a good attendance at its party of Marck 28. 
During the evening, Rastus, known also as 
George Dwyer, favored a delighted audience 
with a fast and furious jig. Another feature of 
the evening, (but not on the program) was a 
solo dance by J. E. Barrett and O. I. Burdick. 
They were getting along famously until Mr. 
Burdick got dizzy and fell which ended the 
dance. The prize waltz was won by Mr. and 
Mrs. John Luccise although Ross Crawford still 
believes the prize should have been his. Delic- 
ious refreshments were served at 12:00 o'clock. 
After the party, a large number of club mem- 
bers and their guests formed themselves into a 
cleanup committee and washed up the dishes. 
Strange to say, not one dish was broken, even if 
linemen and groundmen did dry them. 

George Footman was sleepily lugging a broom 
over the floor when someone kindly told him 
the janitor was going to do that part of the 
work. George woke up then and furiously 
attacked the neat piles of dirt he had collected. 

“Hey, what are you doing?” 

“Pm going to sweep this dirt back where I 
found it if the janitor is supposed to sweep,” 
said George. 

It was at the cooking demonstration March 29 
that this was heard: “And to think,” wailed 
Ross Crawford and Frank Crosson, “after get- 
ting that range installed, we didn’t even get to 
smell any of the things that were cooked.” 

J. A. McWilliams, assistant manager of the 
Valley Electrical Supply Co., was in to see how 
the demonstrating work was getting along. He 
came just in time to help massacre a luscious 
angel-food cake. We surely wouldn’t mind hav- 
ing a cooking demonstration here every day. 
Mrs. Mabel Ritter of the Edison Electric Appli- 
ance Company and E. V. Wood, representing 
the Valley Electrical Supply Company, conducted 
the demonstration. 

G. V. Footman, assistant manager, attended 
the salesmen’s meeting held in Fresno. He came 
back plumb full of new ideas. 

Among our Fresno visitors during the month 
were: F. V. Boller, J. B. Carter and M. P. 
Lohse. 


SAN JOAQUIN 


Tuesday night, April Fool’s Day, the Power 
Club entertained with a little party. There 
were three tables of “500,” dancing and refresh- 
ments, consisting of ice cream, cake and coffee. 
Because Charles Hatfield of Coalinga and else- 
where worked over time the party was not well 
attended, and the speakers*from Fresno did not 
come. However, those present had a very 
pleasant evening. 

District Manager E. G. Stahl spent the 2nd 
and 3rd of April in San Francisco on business, 
returning with contracts signed by Miller £ Lux 
Inc., for 735 horsepower additional load. 

On March 15 San Joaquin was visited by a 
$50,000 fire which destroyed two large ware- 
houses—one belonging to the Farms Lands Com- 
pany and the other to the James Irrigation Dis- 
trict. The James Irrigation warehouse con- 
tained six 20-horsepower motors which were 
destroyed. 
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A range demonstration was held in this dis- 
trict from March 17 to 29 under the supervision 
of Jimmy Kuse and Mrs. Woerner of the Edi- 
son Applicance Company, assisted by Miss 
Bertha Wood and Ernest Wood of the Valley 
Electrical Company. One of the outstanding 
features of the demonstration was the apparent 
effect that close contact with the Hughes Hot- 
point range had on one’s cake capacity. 

The boys have or- 
ganized a ball club and 
have been busy practic- 
ing lately, and so far 
have made a very good 
showing, both in field- 
ing and batting. Three 
games have been played 
this season and our 
bunch has been victor- 
ious each time. We 
would like to hear a A 
some of the neighboring 
districts that would like to take on a game. 

A. N. Bentley, meterman, has been transferred 
to the Inspection Department, and will be 
located at Merced. 

Fred Holland of Fresno is taking A. N. Bent- 
ley’s place in the San Joaquin district. 


CORCORAN 
Maset M. Puts, Reporter. 

R. M. Henderson of Dinuba has been tem- 
porarily transferred to our district to assist the 
District Foreman with his duties. 

Larry Jones is able to be with us again after 
an illness of several weeks. 

E. R. Banks, F. V. Boller, A. M. Frost, and 
J. B. Carter, all of Fresno, visited our district 
during the month. 

J. H. Sweet spent several days in Fresno 
attending the salesmen’s meeting. 

Oscar Kommers spent a few minutes in our 
office while on his way to Taft. 

On March 22, F. L. Howard made a short 
business trip to Los Angeles. 

Ben Bishop is wear- 
ing a smile that won't 
come off. He is a proud 
owner of a new Ford 
Sedan. 

b Our office now ranks 
Fy 100% in the “Bobbed 


=> 


Hair” League, the last 


SÍ one to submit to the 
O Ss clippers being Mabel 
Puls, our star reporter. 


B. Babbs of Fresno spent about a week in 
this district inspecting the infraction work done 
under G. O. 64. 


SAN LUIS OBISPO AND PASO 
ROBLES 
L. M. RicHETTI, Reporter. 

During the month of March, Chas. J. Kelly, 
district manager, was made president of the 
Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber of Com- 
merce knows a real go-getter when they see 
one. 

Talk about hard times and dry year. That 
does not feaze the San Luis Obispo district a 
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supply our fair city with its H20, probably in 
the hope of finding some trace of pre-Volstead 
liquid therein. No such luck. 

We were privileged to have with us as our 
honored guest during the month of March one 
H. Brandin, our former enemy during the stock 
baseball drive in which we nearly defeated 
Coalinga. Mr. Brandin was at his duty of 
checking our store supplies. 

Our old friend the “flu” is with us again and 
laid up three of our fellow employees. Mrs. 
Lola Anderson was the first victim, followed by 
Delpha Henriksen. However, we are pleased 
to state that both are O. K. now and on the 
job. G. B. Finney, gas and water foreman, was 
also laid up a few days but is around again in 
his usual sprightly manner. 

Remodeling operations are in full sway in 
our office building and when completed should 
not only alter the physical proportions but en- 
hance the beauty of our building interior. It is 
planned to enlarge and alter the lobby and 
create a private office for W. H. Case and 
change the location of the front door, not to 
mention the relocating of several desks and 
tables and the consumers’ counter. 

A more optimistic atmosphere prevails in 
Selma and vicinity since the heavy rainfall of 
March 25, 26 and 27, when over two and one- 
half inches of moisture was registered in the 
local rain gauge. This downpour, together with 
an abundant snowfall in the mountains, has 
assured local ranchers of a plentiful supply of 
soil moisture for the season and spirits (mental) 
have risen accordingly. As a result our office 
is swamped with applications for new electric 
service of all kinds. 


MADERA 
Mary DECHAINE, Reporter. 


The Madera County Chamber of Commerce 
held a three-day drive for subscriptions and 
formed its forces into two armies—the “Reds” 


SAN Joaquin Power MAGAZINE 


and the “Blues.” C. H. Sayles of the Title 
Guaranty Company was given command of the 
“Reds” and to J. E. Barrett fell the honor of 
majoring the “Blues.” It was a wonderful 
struggle between two armies, each one deter- 
mined to win. The first day of the battle 
seemed to indicate that C. H. Sayles’ followers 
would be victors but by using a lot of foot-work, 
brain-work, strategy, etc., Major “Jimmy” found 
himself victor when the final count of subscrip- 
tions was made. 


We notice Ed Scott proudly wheeling his heir 
in a perambulator around the streets of Madera. 
Ed Senior and Ed Junior go through this exer- 
cise every Sunday if it doesn’t rain. 

Concerning a meeting held by committees 
from Madera, Merced and Los Banos at Mer- 
ced, we will kindly refer you to O. M. Patten 
of Los Banos. Mr. Patten, will you please give 
all the details? 

“Radio Mac” McCrory is getting to be such 
a whiz at radio that he seriously contemplates 
inventing something. “All I have to do is wait 
until an idea hits me,” says Mac. 

Ralph Shupe, president of the store-room, has 
been accusing everybody of being afflicted with 
the hoof and mouth disease. We do not under- 
stand why he should do this unless it is that he 
wants us all shot. 

“Hurray for the rain!” that's what all 
Madera cried the last week of March. Frank 
Hosler was rather feeble with his hurrahs be- 
cause he almost drowned going home for lunch 
on the wettest day. But Frank believes it would 
be lots pleasanter to get drowned than starve, 
at that. 

Well, Jimmy Barrett's at it again! This time 
he was elected a director of the Madera County 
Chamber of Commerce and at the first meeting 
of the board of directors, he was elected vice- 
president of the Chamber of Commerce. With 
cotton growing, the hoof and mouth disease, and 
his new duties on his mind, Mr. Barrett should 
have a pretty busy time of it. 


Puzzle picture.—This is a contest between the “Reds” and the “Blues.” 


was captain of the “Blues.” Who won? 
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Jimmy Barrett, in the circle, 


Marcu, 1924 


In spite of a rainy week, the Kilowatt Klub 
had a good attendance at its party of Marck 28. 
During the evening, Rastus, known also as 
George Dwyer, favored a delighted audience 
with a fast and furious jig. Another feature of 
the evening, (but not on the program) was a 
solo dance by J. E. Barrett and O. I. Burdick. 
They were getting along famously until Mr. 
Burdick got dizzy and fell which ended the 
dance. The prize waltz was won by Mr. and 
Mrs. John Luccise although Ross Crawford still 
believes the prize should have been his. Delic- 
ious refreshments were served at 12:00 o'clock. 
After the party, a large number of club mem- 
bers and their guests formed themselves into a 
cleanup committee and washed up the dishes. 
Strange to say, not one dish was broken, even if 
linemen and groundmen did dry them. 

George Footman was sleepily lugging a broom 
over the floor when someone kindly told him 
the janitor was going to do that part of the 
work. George woke up then and furiously 
attacked the neat piles of dirt he had collected. 

“Hey, what are you doing?” 

“I’m going to sweep this dirt back where I 
found it if the janitor is supposed to sweep,” 
said George. 

It was at the cooking demonstration March 29 
that this was heard: “And to think,” wailed 
Ross Crawford and Frank Crosson, “after get- 
ting that range installed, we didn’t even get to 
smell any of the things that were cooked.” 

J. A. McWilliams, assistant manager of the 
Valley Electrical Supply Co., was in to see how 
the demonstrating work was getting along. He 
came just in time to help massacre a luscious 
angel-food cake. We surely wouldn’t mind hav- 
ing a cooking demonstration here every day. 
Mrs. Mabel Ritter of the Edison Electric Appli- 
ance Company and E. V. Wood, representing 
the Valley Electrical Supply Company, conducted 
the demonstration. 

G. V. Footman, assistant manager, attended 
the salesmen’s meeting held in Fresno. He came 
back plumb full of new ideas. 

Among our Fresno visitors during the month 
were: F. V. Boller, J. B. Carter and M. P. 
Lohse. 


SAN JOAQUIN 


Tuesday night, April Fool’s Day, the Power 
Club entertained with a little party. There 
were three tables of “500,” dancing and refresh- 
ments, consisting of ice cream, cake and coffee. 
Because Charles Hatfield of Coalinga and else- 
where worked over time the party was not well 
attended, and the speakers*from Fresno did not 
come. However, those present had a very 
pleasant evening. 

District Manager E. G. Stahl spent the 2nd 
and 3rd of April in San Francisco on business, 
returning with contracts signed by Miller & Lux 
Inc., for 735 horsepower additional load. 

On March 15 San Joaquin was visited by a 
$50,000 fire which destroyed two large ware- 
houses—one belonging to the Farms Lands Com- 
pany and the other to the James Irrigation Dis- 
trict. The James Irrigation warehouse con- 
tained six 20-horsepower motors which were 
destroyed, 
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A range demonstration was held in this dis- 
trict from March 17 to 29 under the supervision 
of Jimmy Kuse and Mrs. Woerner of the Edi- 
son Applicance Company, assisted by Miss 
Bertha Wood and Ernest Wood of the Valley 
Electrical Company. One of the outstanding 
features of the demonstration was the apparent 
effect that close contact with the Hughes Hot- 
point range had on one’s cake capacity. 

The boys have or- 
ganized a ball club and 
have been busy practic- 
ing lately, and so far 
have made a very good 
showing, both in field- 
ing and batting. Three 
games have been played 


this season and our 
bunch has been victor- 
ious each time. We 


would like to hear from 
some of the neighboring 
districts that would like to take on a game. 

A. N. Bentley, meterman, has been transferred 
to the Inspection Department, and will be 
located at Merced. 

Fred Holland of Fresno is taking A. N. Bent- 
ley’s place in the San Joaquin district. 


CORCORAN 
Mase M. Puts, Reporter. 

R. M. Henderson of Dinuba has been tem- 
porarily transferred to our district to assist the 
District Foreman with his duties. 

Larry Jones is able to be with us again after 
an illness of several weeks. 

E. R. Banks, F. V. Boller, A. M. Frost, and 
J. B. Carter, all of Fresno, visited our district 
during the month. 

J. H. Sweet spent several days in Fresno 
attending the salesmen’s meeting. 

Oscar Kommers spent a few minutes in our 
office while on his way to Taft. 

On March 22, F. L. Howard made a short 
business trip to Los Angeles. 

Ben Bishop is wear- 
ing a smile that won't 
come off. He is a proud 
owner of a new Ford 
Sedan. 

Our office now ranks 
100% in the “Bobbed 

so. Hair” League, the last 

Se one to submit to the 

O ) s7 XS clippers being Mabel 
Puls, our star reporter. 

B. Babbs of Fresno spent about a week in 
this district inspecting the infraction work done 
under G. O. 64. 


SAN LUIS OBISPO AND PASO 
ROBLES 
L. M. RicHETTI, Reporter. 

During the month of March, Chas. J. Kelly, 
district manager, was made president of the 
Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber of Com- 
merce knows a real go-getter when they see 
one. 

Talk about hard times and dry year. That 
does not feaze the San Luis Obispo district a 
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bit. Last month we discovered four diamonds, 
and this month Lew Wilcox has joined the ranks. 
We must say that Lew has displayed some 
taste in selecting the future Mrs. L. E. Wilcox. 

Clarence Chiesa, formerly with the gang, has 
been made meter reader and collector. 

During the month, M. E. Newlin, Lloyd Hen- 
ley, J. M. Buswell and F. Suters visited San 
Luis Obispo to explain the new rates. We 
learned a lot about the new rates, and they 
displayed quite a bit of interest in our terri- 
tory. Fact of the matter, they were quite taken 
up with some of the dolls in this section, and 
each one took a couple home with them. The 
young ladies (?) are of wood, painted green, 
yellow and red and are known as Scarry Anns. 
Scarry Ann is quite a doll, and if anyone wishes 
to learn more about her, they can do so by 
getting in touch with any one of the four men- 
ioned above. 

“When are you going to bob your hair?” 
seems to be the momentous question at present. 
Mrs. Olden of the Paso Robles office is the 
latest victim. She slipped down to San Luis 
Obispo one rainy day and had her tresses 
whacked off. She says she feels ten years 
younger, and we will admit she is not hard to 
look at with bobbed hair. There is only one 
clerk left in this district who spends half her 
time doing up long tresses. She may get up 
courage some day and join the ranks. When 
she does that she may get to work on time, or 
possibly a little earlier. 

C. A. Karling, district salesman, attended the 
salesmen’s meeting at Fresno in March. He 
admits that he learned quite a bit, and came 
back full of pep. 

During March, San Luis Obispo district 
received quite a heavy rainfall, and all the 
farmers are happy, and are forgetting that they 
thought it was going to be a dry year. They 
are trying to find the originator of all that 
“dry year stuff.” 

That “there is no rest for the wicked” is all 
too true, for the line-gang no sooner get through 
with one big job, than another is waiting for 
them. They now have the line to Avila to 
build, adding about 75 new consumers. H. Sel- 
lers, line boss, started on a 2-mile line to serve 
8114 horsepower and lighting to the Oakridge 
Oil Company, 2 miles out of San Miguel on the 
Coalinga Road. M. S. Page, line boss, and 
gang are kept busy on new jobs serving con- 
sumers with heating and cooking. and clearing 
up smaller jobs in preparation for the 8-mile 
line to serve the town of Avila, and way points. 

The dark secret is out! Chief Clerk Coats, 
once a woman hater, has fallen hard. It took 
quite some time for us to find out who “she” 
was, but he could not keep the secret any longer. 
Miss Elda Wade, niece of District Foreman S. 
F. Platt, was the cause of his downfall Well, 
we can’t blame him. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. J. Kelly were called to 
Visalia, the latter part of the month, by the 
sudden death of Mrs. Kelly’s mother, Mrs. A. 
R. Orr. While Mrs. Orr had been in very poor 
health for some time, the word of her death 
came as quite a shock. The Midland Counties 
Public Service Corporation force wish to extend 
their sympathies to Mrs. Kelly. 
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JOE FATORI, PENSTOCK PAINTER 


Among the many employees in the construc- 
tion department of San Joaquin Power are to 
be found many unusual characters and 
types. One such is Guiseppe Fatturini, but 
officially known on the payroll as Joe Fatori. 
Joe is Italian by birth but American by choice. 

Always willing to work he much prefers it 
in the form of painting. His first piece of 
work for the company was on the Kerckhoff pen- 
stocks; single handed he protected these great 
steel tubes from the ravages of rust. He was 
then called to Kern Canyon where he also 
painted the penstocks. From there he came to 
Crane Valley where he painted the flumes on 
Browns Creek ditch, No. 3 ditch, No. 2 ditch, 
and at present he can be found at work on the 
Midway Flume on No. 1 ditch any time between 
8:00 o’clock and 5:00. It is said that if Joe can 
sing as he paints the results are much better. 


His idle moments, which are few, he 
spends with the flowers and animals. At 
Browns Creek he shared his lunch with a four- 
point buck which he has decided to take to 
Golden Gate Park when he returns to San 
Francisco, but as yet he has not asked the deer. 
Other wild playmates at noon were a flock of 
birds that perched on the rim of his hat and 
two ground squirrels that sat just near enough 
to snatch any scraps he might drop. So Joe 
not only loves animals but he possesses a 
peculiar attarction for them. 

Not long ago Joe decided to make his annual 
trip to town and bank his earnings for the past 
year, and here again he depended on nature. 
From one rock near Crane Valley Power House 
he took twelve of Company’s pay checks and 
from another on Browns Creek three more,— 
fifteen in all. Few of us can count as many 
uncancelled ones. 

And above all Joe is blessed with a smile and 
a very keen sense of humor. 
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he Jol Little Mears 
‘Lee Do Gt U 


Auro Hint ; 
Wear a large hat instead of a cap. A 
hat protects your ears as you go through 
the windshield.—Tom Sims Newspaper. 


Savinc Money 

“Jim, lend me a five spot for a moment 
—only for a moment.” 

“Quite sure you only want it for a 
moment ?” 

“Quite sure—only for a moment.” 

“All right. Wait a moment, and then 
you won't want it.’—The Progressive 
Grocer. 


PLEASANT For Him 


Sweet Young Thing (coming in with 


attentive partner from room where a hard 
bridge match has been in progress) —““Oh, 
mother, I’ve just captured the booby!” 

Mother—“Well, well! Come here and 
kiss me, both of you.”—Tiger. 


DaAncerous Man 

“Uncle Tom,” said his young nephew 
to an old bachelor, “tell me about some of 
the narrow escapes you’ve had from the 
women.” 

“Boy,” was the response, “if there was 
any narrow escapes, the women had 'em!” 
—Farm and Fireside. 


SHort But Lone 


Before exercising her Leap Year privi- 
lege, she determined to make one more 
effort. ” : TA , 

George,” she said, “why don't you pro- 

2” 

“Somehow—somehow I can't bring my- 
self to do it, Mabel,” he blurted. 

“It’s only a short sentence, George.” 

“It's a sentence for life.”—Boston Tran- 
script. 
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Dapa AND UNCLE Miss A DATE 


Johnny (at poultry show)—“Ma, let's 
stay until they let the animals out.” 

Mother—‘‘They don't let them out, 
dear.” 

Johnny—““Yes, they do, ma, 'cause last 
night 1 heard pa tell Uncle Bill that they 
would stick around after the show and 
pick up some chickens.”— Art and Life 
Magazine. 


A DIFFERENT GIRE 
“I don't like your heart action,” said 
the medical examiner. “You've had some 
trouble with Angina Pectoris.” 
“Ywre partly right, doctor,” said the 
applicant sheepishly, “only that ain't her 
name.”—College Humor. 


Wers AND Drys 
“There are just two things that break 
up most of the happy homes nowadays.” 
“What are they?” 
“Woman's love for dry goods and man's 
love for wet goods.”—Council Life. 


Most IMPROPER 

“My dear,” called a wife to her hus- 
band in the next room, “what are you 
opening that can with?” 

“Why,” he said, “with a can-opener. 
What did you think I was doing it with?” 

“Well,” replied his wife, “I thought 
from your remarks that you were opening 
it with a prayer.” —The Progressive 
Grocer. 


Carp oF THANKS 
I take this means of thanking most 
heartily those who assisted in the saving of 
valuable property threatened in the de- 
struction of my still by fire. - 
M. F. NorTHROP. 
—The Fairhope (Ala.) Courier. 
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San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation 


A Few Statistics as of December 31, 1923 


1,942 employees in all departments—operating and con- 
struction. 
19,000 bondholders and stockholders. 
34,945 square miles in which company operates. 
10 counties in Central California served—Mariposa, 
Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, Kern, 
Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara— 
with «a population of 350,000. 
66,441 gas, water and electric consumers. 
115,467 horsepower developed in 11 hydro-electric plants. 
72,066 horsepower developed in 3 steam plants. 
187,533 horsepower developed in 14 plants. 
465,458,706 kilowatt hours total output of system in 12 months 
ending December 31, 1923. 
631,817,100 cubic feet of natural and manufactured gas sold in 
12 months ending December 31, 1923, in 3 cities. 
5,500 miles of electric transmission and distribution lines. 
166 miles of main used in distribution of gas. 
18 miles of main used in distribution of water. 
2 cities supplied with power for electric railways. 
16,315,100,000 gallons storage capacity for water used in generating 
electricity. 
1,784,019,200 cubic feet of natural gas and 7,163 barrels of oil 
used in generating electricity during 12 months 
ending December 31, 1923. 
67,130 horsepower of agricultural motors depending on 
San Joaquin Power, irrigating 372,690 acres of 
land. 
49,790 horsepower of industrial motors supplied by San 
Joaquin Power. 
18,184 horsepower of oil well motors operated by San 
Joaquin Power. 
2,510 horsepower of municipal power served by San 
Joaquin Power. 
242,675 horsepower total connected load. 
$2,886,003.47 wages paid employees in 1923. 
$657,502.91 taxes paid in 1923. 
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“When is the best time | 
to buy stocks?” 


If you would be safe buy no stocks that are 
strongly speculative — buy stocks that are 
safe. 


Buy stocks that have an established reputa- 
tion for regular earning; buy stocks that 
have a ready market value. 


San Joaquin Power 
Prior Preferred Stock 
is of this type 


It is safe, its earnings are regular and it has 
an established market value. 


SAN JOAQUIN 
LIGHT AND POWER 
CORPORATION 
Main Office, Fresno, California 
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